At the end of last year | travelled to
Iwate Prefecture at the invitation of
Doobutsu Inochi no Kai lwate (Animal
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Life Association) and the Iwate :
Prefecture Veterinary Association. .
I should like to thank them both for .
their warm welcome and wonderful
hospitality.

wate is located in the Tohoku area
Iof northern Honshu. it was and still
is a mainly farming community famous
for its cattle and horses. Traditional
farmhouses even incorporated a stable
within the house where horses were
kept during the harsh winters. Although
veterinarians treat mainly farm animals, there is a growth of small
animal practices which cater for pets owned by people who have moved
to lwate to work in new businesses. And of course with this trend comes
the problem of discarded pets.

Doobutsu Inochi no Kai has a great advantage over other animal
welfare groups in that its leader is a veterinarian Dr. Ogawa. She has
been able to get the main players, namely the Veterinary Association
and the government-run hokensho on to her side to help deal with the
problem of abandoned and feral animals.

The hokensho in Morioka city (capital of lwate Prefecture) allows
Doobutsu Inochi no Kai to take out animals (not just puppies but adults
too) they think they can rehome. This is in stark contrast to usual
hokensho policy which will never release an animal except to a proven
owner, partly because of bureaucratic red tape but mainly because they
just don't want to take the trouble.

In 2003, Doobutsu Inochi no Kai rehomed 16 dogs and puppies out of
20 rescued from the hokensho. Although this is a drop in the ocean,
at least it is a start. The group have rented two old houses, one at the
back of Dr. Ogawa's clinic , which have been converted to cater for over
70 cats. Volunteers rotate to care for the cats which of course have all
been neutered at the Ogawa clinic. In three years they have rescued
400 cats and last year rehomed 200, an impressive number.

Although the cats have a spacious warm home, the dogs, sad to say,
are mostly chained outside. Since chaining dogs outside is the norm in
Iwate despite the bitter winter cold, no one thought this was cruel until |
mentioned it. | am sure they will put this right once someone can make
the time to erect warm enclosures for them. it is especially important for
those of us working in animal welfare to set a good example to people
who come wishing to adopt a dog, on the correct way to keep and care
for one.

In 2001, hokensho throughout Iwate Prefecture took in 2530 dogs (half
were captured, the rest brought in by their owners. 153 were lost dogs,
subsequently returned to their owners, 45 got adopted, 43 were sold
for experiments and the remaining 2289 were gassed. Out of a total of
4071 cats (all brought in by people), only three were adopted, 32 were
sold for experiments and the rest gassed. These statistics are by no
means among the worst in Japan but there is still a long way to go. if
Doobutsu Inoch no Kai , the Veterinary Association and the hokensho
continue to work together, who knows, Iwate could become the first
no-kill prefecture in Japan.
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