Notes taken from Dr. Peter Neville's lecture at the North Osaka Night
Emergency Hospital on 17th November 2003.

Dr.Peter Neville is a companion animal behaviour therapist. He
established the first pet behaviour referral clinic at the Veterinary .
School at the Department of Medicine, University of Bristol in 1990 '
as well as being part of the team including John Fisher and others
that founded the Association of Pet Behaviour Counsellors in 1989.
He originally became an expert on feline behaviour but since the
majority of behavioural problems involve dogs, he tends to deal
more with dog cases. He lectures in'many countries around the
world including Japan.

p to a generation ago, when people had a problem with their dog,

they simply got rid of it. Even today the leading cause of death
in young dogs is euthanasia due to behavioural problems. However
in recent years with the advent of puppy classes and the setting up
of special clinics run by veterinarians, owners are able to get help in
dealing with behavioural problems.

Less than 5% of behavioural problems are related
to clinical problems; most problems are created
by dogs living with people who may love them too .
much but who neglect their emotional needs. People
fail to understand what dogs are trying to tell them.
About one third of dogs in Britain are adopted
from shelters so shelter staff need to assess the
behaviour problems of dogs in their care and be
able to give advice to potential owners.

Today's dogs which come in many diverse breeds, - [#
shapes and sizes all have their common ancestor =
in the wolf and they all still display some of the
characteristics of the wolf. Many believe that like
the wolf, our pet dogs need to be part of a pack
and they need a pack leader. This idea of humans
acting as the Alpha figure is a mistake. Dogs do
not need to be part of a pack but part of our social .-
group, they regard people as parents. A dog is like =
an 11-year old child; cheeky, independent, friendly
and interactive but as with a child we have to restrict
their behaviour and at the same time give them protection.

Border Collies for example which are the most behavioural
problem-dogs, display all their hunting instincts when rounding up
sheep; smelling prey, locating it, stalking it, cornering it but they are
finally prevented from the final motion which is killing.

The crucial time in a puppy's development is between two and seven
weeks so even puppy classes are rather late. A puppy adopted from a
'madhouse’, i.e. one where there is lots of activity, chaos, children and
other dogs, is more likely to be emotionally stable than one kept in an
isolated situation.

The old method for correcting behavioural problems was by harsh
training, especially use of the choke chain. The choke chain creates
fear as well as causing pain and physical damage. Anything that
creates pain makes a dog more emotional and less able to relax. The
use of chokes or punishment makes the problem worse not better. The
introduction of the Gentle Leader which provides non-confrontatonal
physical control over the dog, has brought in a new era in kind effective
training methods for dogs and enabled all sensible trainers and owners
to 'chuck the choke.'
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