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rom Eastern Europe to Turkey, Greece, India, the Philippines,

Indonesia and Thailand; throughout these countries and many
others, street dogs are a feature of city life. Sometime they are rounded
up, shot or poisoned by municipal authorities but generally they are
tolerated, accepted and fed by the people. Unless rabid, these dogs
do not pose a threat to anyone, they are gentle and usually friendly
to people and other animals. They roam alone or in packs knowing by
instinct that to fight or get injured lessens their chance of survival.
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In Bangkok street dogs are everywhere; around markets, temples,
palaces and parks. Many suffer from skin problems or have injuries
from traffic accidents or are diseased but still breeding. For many years
the city authorities tried to reduce numbers by capturing and killing
them but from 2001 the Governor of Bangkok announced that the
killing of street dogs should stop and instead a massive immunization
and neutering campaign would begin. The city had come to realize that
however many dogs they killed the remaining would always breed more
to fiil the gap. The city also realized it makes economic sense i.e. they
could save money by neutering rather than killing.

Pym Isarangkura and her organization DOG CHANCE work with
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) who have set up
eight neutering clinics in the city, to promote TNR (Trap Neuter
Return) programmes for Bangkok street dogs. The BMA pays all the
immunization and neutering costs. About a dozen volunteers catch
around 30 dogs a month which Pym collects and brings back to her
house (one of the designated clinics) where they receive both pre and
post-operative care before being released back to the place they came
from. Dogs requiring additional medical treatment are kept longer or
until they have recovered. Each neutered animal gets a red headscarf
to wear so they can be identified and gets an ear tattoo. (The proposal
to ear-tip was opposed by the King, himself the owner of a stray dog,
because he didn't like the idea of dogs being mutilated in any way. )



