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All you Need is Love Gilian Nakasuii

wpemy  Back in June a poster
4 caught my eye. A lady
had rescued two puppies
from a swollen river
running through the
village. Another puppy
had been rescued by the
mother dog. Knowing
someone who wanted a
B puppy, | contacted her and
found out that throwing
unwanted puppies into
rivers was by no means a
rare case.
So where was the mother? Was she someone's un-neutered pet or a feral
dog? | started walking around and talking to villagers. As if on cue, the mother
appeared with two puppies. Apparently the villagers were quite happy for the
mother (nicknamed Kitsune Chan as she resembled a fox) to be around as she
scared away raccoons from the vegetable fields, but the puppies were a problem.
Their fate would rest between poisoned food, the river, or the hokensho.

Kitsune Chan was untouchable. So we decided to lace her food with sleeping
medicine. Being wild, she fought against sieeping but a triple dose and with a lot
of patience, we managed to get her into the car and by the time she arrived at
the vet's, she was snoozing deeply. She was given a complete health overhaul
before being neutered. Our thoughts went to whether she could be rehomed but
being a feral adult, it was out of the question, she would have to be released
back in the same area. So | went back to the villagers to explain what the

situation was and then learnt that the area where Kitsune Chan roamed was on
an elementary school route and there could be a phone call to the school from a
nervous mother.

I didn't regard this news as a set- back but rather as a good opportunity to
communicate with the head master regarding humans and animals. | explained
the situation and got the agreement that if there was a distraught phone call |
would be contacted before the Hokensho.

We now had to catch the two pups, both females. 1t was a daunting task as they
roamed around an area containing mainly paddy fields, where many snakes,
including vipers,lurked. Fortunately they came out into some open ground and
although it wasn't easy, we managed to get them to take sleeping medicine
and carry them to the vet's where they arrived still awake, strongly fighting the
medicine. Since they had been feral for some time they were scared of people.
Seperated in cages at the vet's they would only eat at night when nobody was
around. But with a lot of T.L.C. from the vet and his technicians, after two months
they slowly began to trust humans.

These puppies needed very special new homes, people who had an enormous
amount of patience, understanding and love. The brown puppy “Hanna' became
socialized after six weeks and went to her new owner, but "Mukumuku 's eye
contact was nil. Was she ever going to socialize? We feared for the worst but
happily she became more relaxed and eventually found a loving home. We were
all relieved and it proved to us that feral dogs can be helped with a lot of human
aid. So our thanks to the villagers, the vet, his staff and the headmaster.

Don't give up just because a dog is feral, the animal can be won over.
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