Sea| at 18 the’ oldest dog |n our: household suffered a'series. -
' of ‘strokes in August and was put to" sleep. She had had a °

happy reIaxed life with never a day's illness.

Seal's great passnon in life was ‘squeaky toys.' These she would
‘throw in the air, pounce on and finally 'kill.' Once a toy had been
. rendered squeakless, she lost interest. She would eye any
suifcase belonging to friends who'd returned from overseas,
ei(pecta'ntly, as she knew everyne brought her back a squeaky
toy as a present. Some she would demolish in minutes, others
would give her fun for hours. We all thought she was a bit

barmy gettlng so ‘excited over a bit of squeaking plastlc but, |

suppose, we all have our little weaknesses.

1 well remember when | first arrived how Junket was the house
boss and Seal always fawned and rolled over in front of her.
When Junket departed for doggie heaven we thOught that Seal

“would take her plaoe but she was not the boss type. Although
she was never submlsswe o others she kept her dignity and
watched everyone from her favourite bed next to the stove.

Then Nattarl arrived, quickly asserting herself and determined
to push us all around. Unlike Junket who never actually needed
to get angry because her atmosphere so dominated all of us,
Nattari felt she had to beat up anyone who crossed her path in
order to prove she was Number One.

To our amazement a family carhe to ARK wanting a Spitz-type
dog and were |mmed|ate|y won over by Nattari's charm. (She
always had a winning smile for people) So she's gone to
live with them. Spaghem misses her of course. She was the
one Nattari led on dangerous forays into the mou‘ntams As
for the rest of us we are enjoying a return to a quiet life with

newcomers Murphy and Marmite to fill the empty places. 1

guess Nattari is happy being spoilt rotten and playing Top Dog
in her new family. '

When | talked about the recent Chihuahua mania in my last
letter, | thought that craziness in the dog world couldn't get any
worse. How wrong | was. The worst was still to come. A pet
shop in Tokyo has bred a freak a so-called 'Tea cup Poodle
“which weights lgss than 5 ourices (1.
| S more than 500000 yen :
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