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Breaking down the Barriers

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a
way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”
Nelson Mandela

You see them everywhere; chained to dirty plastic kennels by the
side of busy roads, breathing in petrol fumes; incarcerated in metal
boxes along noisy streets; cowering amidst rubble at the back of
construction yards, trying to avoid being crushed by heavy moving
machinery; exposed to rain,snow and searing sun on waste bits of land
or at the back of affluent farmhouses; chained in narrow passageways

alongside the house between gas tanks, bicycles and household junk
with the air-conditioner pumping out hot air while the family sit inside
enjoying a cool room. Throughout Japan these dogs exist, suffer and
die, as neglected unloved objects.

Yet people do not regard this way of keeping dogs as cruel, quite
the reverse, they regard it as normal. They do not see these dogs as
living beings able to feel the extremes of heat, cold, wet, thirst, hunger,
discomfort, as they might. What starts as a fluffy puppy, adventurous,
friendly, eager to please, desperate for love and attention, soon
becomes a schizophrenic semi-wild creature barking endlessly to
relieve its stress or a lifeless depressed object. Look into their eyes,
look at their body posture, they are mere shadows of what a normal
dog should be. It's as if they have already died.

Here at ARK one of the conditions we make when people wish to
adopt a dog, is that it should never be chained. What is the point of us
rescuing a dog from a miserable situation and then to subject it to a
future of misery on the end of a chain ? Besides, since dogs are nearly
always walked on leads in Japan and few are ever able to run free in
parks, or in open spaces, it is important that they have the freedom to
run around their own backyards or gardens.

ldeally a dog should be treated as a member of the family and kept
inside but having access to the garden. If kept outside the dog should
be free in a wide space surrounded by a fence strong and high
enough with a roofed area above the kennel which should be warm
and weather-proof. Consideration should be given to whether the dog
has enough shade in summer and sunlight in winter and also that it



