Special's (Mdmo's) story

'Last year we adopted Special, now renamed Momo, from ARK
and Oliver san brought her to Ehime (in Shikoku) by airplane.
This April we revisited ARK together.

When Momo, who has one front leg missing, first arrived,
she was very over-anxious and fearful. She remained hidden
in her kennel, not allowing us to touch her and never eating
when we were around. After two weeks we tried to take her
out of the kennel but she totally panicked and to our shock
escaped through the gate. We chased after her but she had
disappeared. Although we searched everywhere we couldn't
find her that day.

The following day we started the search in earnest. We put up
posters, adverts in the newspaper, asked everyone; newspaper
delivery boys, police, hokensho, city office officials, milk
deliverymen, electrical company employees and an animal
professional who thought she might be heading back to Osaka
and ARK. So the search area became much wider. We could
only hope and pray she would come back.

On the fifth day there was a call, " she's in my garden." We
rushed to the caller's house. | was trembling with happiness
to see her again. She kept running away when | tried to touch
her. This happened several times so | decided to grab her. She
started biting my hand, | suppose out of self-defence and finally
the pain made me loose my grip of her. My husband wasn't at
home and the caller, an old woman, was of no help so | rang
the police but all they said was " Catch her yourself, it's your
dog." | asked the old woman to shut the gate so Momo couldn't
escape. Now in great pain and almost fainting | called an

ambulance.

After treatment at the hospital | reached home and although it
was 2 am, | called the animal professional who said she'd go
first thing in the morning. | hardly slept, worrying about Momo.
In the morning she arrived with a puppy in tow, {(use a dog to
catch a dog) and was successful in catching Momo. So after
such drama, Momo came home again.

When Momo had originally arrived from ARK, she never barked
but after her escape she began to bark. | think she finally
feels at home with us. My hand took over a month to heal but |
believe it was a test God gave me to live without one hand, like
Momo.

I think Momo's escape was a good lesson for us, we will never
push her to do something too quickly. The neighbours are very
friendly and ask ," what happened to her leg," while some
school kids call "Momo-chan," when they pass the house and
say " that dog's cool, she's got guts." Momo seems to listen to
what they are saying about her. She has lots of doggy friends
and will sit and wait for them to come up to her. Through Momo
we have made a lot of new friends and | like to think of this as
the 'Momo effect.' Momo loves to go out in the car, even to the
vet, where she is well-behaved, though she clings to me like
her mother.

Momo was happy to return to ARK on our visit. The round
trip was 800 kilometres. This homecoming strengthened our
relationship and we like to feel that Momo has two homes, ARK
and ours. We want to tell you how much Momo means to us,
how much happiness she gives us and how much we love her.
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My sister-in law is from Oklahoma and has a slight accent. She
has cats and when she lived in the south she would take them
to the groomers and have what is called a Line Cut. To her a line
cut is when all the fur hanging down below the cat's tummy is
taken off (because it gets matted or snarled).

When she moved to Chicago with my brother, one of the cat's
fur got all tangled up during the move so she took it in for a
line cut. She was quite surprised when she heard the price
as it was twice as much as it was down south. She confirmed
with the groomer that he understood what a line cut was and
he said "yes, | know what a LION cut is." It seems her accent
came out sounding like LION not LINE and this is how her cat
was returned to her. (see photo) She cried for a week...but not
as much as the cat. It was November in Chicago and the cat
needed all the fur it had.

Cat car carrier - $32.99

Grooming fee - $80.00

Getting the look from one seriously aggravated cat... Priceless.
Clive Lovelock
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