t's amazing what passes for a dog these days. Look at me

for example . Pure DOG. No bows in my hair or painted
nails, no need for silly costumes, able to walk and run by
myself, natural glossy coat,solid muscle, sharp white teeth
and a healthy appetite.

Suddenly we are being overrun by something called a
Chihuahua. You know ; sort of rat-like, eyes like dinner
plates, retrouse nose....... sort of......... dog.

‘It all started with a TV commercial for a.loan company.
-Scenario goes like this. Daddy and grown-up but acting
like eight-year old daughter pass a pet shop and see
sort-of-dog called Chihuahua, which daughter immediately
begs Daddy fo buy. Daddy says "No, too expensive." The
scene changes with Daddy day-dreaming of running along
a beach with s_,ort-of-"dog in tow. Of course it all ends up
.with the punch point, how easy it is to get a loan to buy the
-sort-of-dog; -

This was the beginning of Chihuahua mania ; with people
rushing -out to buy sort-of-dogs and in the process getting
themselves into debt. Prices of Chihuahua sky-rocketed.

{ Who in their right mind would pay 400,000 yen for a rat ?)
And the loan company riding high of the crest of this boom
brought out an even soppier commercial depicting the same
childish daughter seeing a wedding dress she wants with
sort-of-dog -dressed as a bridegroom. All very degrading for
the canine species.

Second commercial had a line in fine print at the bottom
which crossed the screen so quickly people could barely
read it, saying " pets are living things, let's keep them
responsibly", (after protests by animal welfare groups) but
the damage was already done.

Supply couldn't keep pace with demand and - soon
breeders appeared like mushrooms pressuring any animal
resembling a Chihuahua into production.

Anyway you can .guess the fesult and the reason why we
now have seven aged Chihuahua breedmg machines here
at ARK.
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