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Enforcing the Animal Protection Law

symposium was held in May, organized by the

Nagoya-based TAPS, under the title " The future of
animal rescue activities and passing this work onto the next
generation.” The panelers included Ms. Nogami of ALIVE, Ms.
Nagano of "Hige to Shippo," (Whiskers and Tails), Ms. Washiya
of Kagawa Animal Network (based in Shikoku) and Ms.lwai of
Kansai Doobutsu Tomo no Kai ( Living with Animals Kansai
group). They discussed the situation of animal welfare in Japan
and the importance of preparing for the repeal of the Animal
Protection Law now only two years away.

Ms.Washiya explained in practical terms how her organization
works together with local government and the police to enforce
the Animal Protection Law, as well as getting the message " It's
illegal to abandon pets," across to the general public.

When people go to the police to complain about a case of
cruelty or abandonment, they are usually fobbed off or met
with indifference. This is because the police have not been
fully briefed on the Animal Protection Law. She said that
abandonment is not an animal problem but a social one. It
is a crime under the Animal Protection Law (article 27) and
carries a stiff penalty equivalent to drunken driving and a fine of
300,000 yen. We should all therefore bring this to the notice of
the police whenever we can.

In January 2000, the National Police Agency issued
directives to all its police headquarters to promote positive
public relations with local citizens regarding the new Animal
Protection Law. Police were told that they should not be
motivated by personal feeling but should carry out and bide
by the law. If somebody feels that an officer is negligent of his
duty, his name should be taken and he should be reported
to the Police headquarters. Although animal welfare/amimal
protection groups are working to get the law enforced, it is
important that individuals also play their part.

The lives of many animals are at stake unless we turn off the
tap. No crime, however small should be ignored and every
citizen has a duty to report such crimes.

Article 27 Animal Protection Law

Those who kill or maim pet animals face a prison sentence of a
year or less or a one million yen or less fine

Those who neglect a pet animal i.e. by failing to feed or give
water, can be fined 300,000 yen or less

Those who abandon a pet animal can be fined 300,000 yen or
less



