. ultimately- caus
: §i§79i9°géyé‘
.- of the decease

by the King. She so eridear
~about her and-thus to-appeal:
~kindly.: T-shirts bearing the dog'

instrument. (In most cases the skin immediately goes back to its original
appearance, with no teli-tale bump.) Each microchip has its own universally
recognized identification number, which means that even if millions of microchips
are implanted worldwide, each one can be identified without fail. Once
implanted, the microchip is effective permanently (unless, for example, it is
unwittingly removed during surgery.) ldentifying the microchip is easily
accomplished with a device called a microchip reader, which is available at
hokensho, veterinary clinics and other facilities dealing with animals (but call first
to make sure they have one). The microchip has no adverse effect on the
animal's health (at least none recognized to date). Indeed, some varieties of
tropical fish cannot be imported or exported without first getting a microchip
implanted in the stomach. Also, in countries particularly devoted to human and
animal health, microchips are so widely used that animals cannot enter the

country without one.

For readers who would like to know more about microchips, we are reproducing
here some publicity material from Dainippon Pharmaceuticals, one of the
companies that imports microchips to Japan, and an ARK supporter (providing
filaria prevention medicines and other drugs for ARK animals). This is being
printed here not as an advertisement, but as a source of information. As for the
cost of implanting a microchip, the entire procedure comes to about 3,500 to
4,500 yen (as with any other veterinary procedure, there is a range in prices
depending on the clinic). Call your veterinarian in advance to inquire about how

much the procedure will cost.

Kazuhiro Higashida
Higashida Veterinary Clinic

(further details about micro-chipping in Japan will be carried in our next newsletter)
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