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Microchips - the Ultimate Name Tags

We recently received the following inquiry by e-mail. Since many of our readers
probably have similar questions, we've fleshed out the answer we sent back and
printed it here for your information.

Q: My dog has a name tag with our phone number on his collar, but | worry
about it coming off. I've heard that microchips are useful for finding your dog if he
gets lost, but am not sure what exactly these are. Could you explain? Also, will it
have no adverse effect on my dog's health?

A: Pets straying off and getting lost is an important issue to us at ARK, and we
provide order-made fiber-woven collars embroidered with the dog's name and
phone number for 12,500 (including tax and postage). These collars, which are
available in a wide range of colors, are highly visible even from a distance and
very effective, but there is the drawback mentioned in our correspondent's
question: They can occasionally come off. In that regard, microchips, which are

implanted under your dog's skin, are more reliable for making sure your dog will
safely come home if he gets lost. For this reason, although microchips are still
far from widespread in use, at ARK we always implant microchips in our dogs
when the opportunity arises, i.e. when we take a dog to the vet for neutering,
plaque removal or other procedures involving general(?) anesthesia. Microchips
can also be implanted without anesthesia, as the pain involved is minimal (about
the same as an ordinary injection), but if the animal is being brought to the vet for
some other reason it is usually in a weakened condition, and in this case we give
the microchip a pass. (However, for dogs and cats going overseas we always
implant a microchip before their departure.)

A microchip is a capsule-shaped "electronic name tag” measuring 2.0mm in
diameter and 11.0mm in length. Its exterior is made of plastic and glass, which
have no physical effect on the animal. It is implanted subcutaneously (between
the skin and muscle tissue) on the back of the animal's neck, using a syringe-like



