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since they are the ones most able to offer advice on neutering to their

clients as well as carry out the surgery at affordable cost, they hold the
key to solving the pet over-population problem.

Already in other countries, notably the US, veterinarians have made
this connection and it is their support in promoting high volume, low
cost neutering , especially early neutering, that has led to the dramatic
decrease in shelter deaths across the country. In America too,
authorities mindful of budgets, have come to realize that killing not
only doesn't reduce over-population but it also costs more to Kill than to
neuter. For the cost involved in capturing, holding and killing one
animal, three or four animais can be neutered.

Kobe mirrors cities and prefectures across Japan. Everyone wants to
solve the problem and reduce the needless killing but no-one takes
practical steps towards this. Rehoming of puppies, which Kobe started
in 2000 is one step and many other places do this as well, but unless
these puppies are neutered before leaving the hokensho, the overall
result will be zero, or we might say that the hokensho is unwittingly

contributing to the over-population problem.

Of the remaining animals killed by the hokensho, after eliminating
puppies and kittens, many actually have owners but have become lost.
Few owners in Japan bother to give their pets ID tags or even
complete the simple action of writing their telephone number on their
pet's collar. People are confident that their wandering pet will find its
way home and few understand that without an immediate search, their
pet may be caught by the hokensho and, within a day or two, killed.
Again this number could be reduced dramatically by the introduction of
micro-chipping. In ARK's first newsletter 13 years ago we advocated
micro-chipping, then almost unheard of in Japan. It has taken 13 long
years for the idea to catch on and it now seems only a matter of time
before Japan's archaic registration system is replaced with a computer-
based system incorporating compuisary micro-chipping. It is ironic that
veterinarians (see page 12) are leading the way. Japan has the
technology, it is only the proverbial bureaucratic ostrich with its head in
the sand, that is holding it back. After all if a computer-based system of
car registration is already in place, why not one for pets ?
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