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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
HAENARKDAEET Total no. of dogs brought in 1,747 1,545 1,241 1,170 928
BRX -1&TR - #K(KR  Stray dogs 29% 509|29% 455|33% 417{23% 266{26% 245
FWEIZL DA Dogs brought in by owners 1,238 1,090 824 904 683
BARAX -#BTK - KOK (FK)  Stray puppies 136 112 128 59 66
BFEICLDEHA (FKR)  Puppies brought in by owners| 51% 901[45% 706{35% 438{46% 536{39% 361
FADEFT Total no. of puppies 1,037 3818 566 595 427
BWESR DM o7/=K  Returned to owner 97 87 77 - 78 64
BRMIRDMo/=FAX Rehomed puppies 17 84
F9 85 Dogs/Puppies destroyed 1,650 1,458 1,164 1,075 780
BATEE  No. of dogs officially registered 45,747 49,601 53,433 56,923 60,559

The Tail of One City

obe is a medium-sized cosmopolitan city of 1.5 million people with
Kan international ambience. It's ‘official' dog population, i.e. dogs
registered with the city authorities, is around 70,000. Since we guess
that only about half of the dog owners bother to register their pets, the
dog population is probably nearer 140,000. The chart shows the
numbers of dogs brought into Kobe city's hokensho (pound) between
1997 and 2001, caught either as strays by the city or brought in by their
owners.

What is revealing in these statistics is the shamefully high number of
puppies brought in by their owners, between 35% and 51%. The
hokensho definition of a 'puppy' is one under three months of age, so if
we include those upto six months of age, the percentage would surely
double. These puppies are not the progeny of a feral mother but a
family pet. If the owners had neutered the mother these puppies would
not have been born to die.

The hokensho probably does not see its role in advising or insisting
that owners should neuter their pets. It may feel it has no authority to

infringe on the privacy or rights of pet owners. Yet the same people
turn up at the hokensho twice a year with an unwanted litter. Huge
amounts of taxpayers' money as well as many lives, could be saved, if
the authorities took this small step.

Why don't owners neuter their animals ? So far no systematic survey
has been carried out in Japan to find the reasons. We guess that many
people think it is unnatural, even cruel, to deprive their pet of their
natural instinct to mate and give birth. Others feel that their pet should
have the opportunity to become a mother at least once. And,
unbelievably, many veterinarians tell their clients that it is healthier for
a pet to have at least one litter.

Some people complain about the high cost of neutering, although it
actually costs less in the long run than rearing a litter. If cost is the
main factor in deterring people from neutering then veterinarians and
veterinary associations can be held partly responsible for unnecessary
killing of puppies and kittens in the hokensho gas chambers. They may
not see the connection between themselves and hokensho killing but



