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for ringworm which is more common in kittens than adults. Wash hands
immediately following handling of any cat suspected of having ringworm because
it is infectious to humans as well as other cats. Bad teeth can also be extracted
and an antibiotic injection given to combat infection from any war-wounds or

injury.

Feral kittens trapped for neutering are susceptible to upper respiratory viruses,
possibly due to the stress of human handling. Warmth, good nutrition, antibiotic
eye ointments and oral antibiotics are recommended if infection is not serious but
euthanasia must be considered if the kitten is very sick.

Post operative care, convalescence and release

After surgery, return the cat to a clean carrier to recover from anaesthesia.
Veterinary advice will be required about the after-care of heavily pregnant
females that are aborted and spayed as these may need a day or two to
convalesce. Other cats that are neutered early in the day can usually be safely
returned to their site that same evening. This will reduce stress to the cat as well
as the risk of cross-infection.

If a cat does not seem to be recovering well following surgery, have it examined
by a vet before releasing. When cats are ready for release, return to the area
where they were trapped and release them there. Do not aftempt to relocate a
cat - resident cats will drive it away and it will become disoriented and may die
from starvation.

If the vet has indicated a serious medical problem with the cat, you must decide
whether it is kinder to euthanase it. Untreated abscesses, respiratory infections
and a number of other conditions, can mean suffering and a slow death.
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Keep the trap covered until you are ready to release the cat. Make sure the spot
you pick for release does not allow the cat to run straight into the path of a car as
it will probably bolt immediately. When ready, hold the trap with the door facing
away from you and open the door. If the cat doesn't move, tilt the trap slightly and
tap on the back of the trap or use the water spray. Never put your hand in the
trap!

After releasing the cats, hose out the traps and disinfect with household bleach.
When not being used, traps should be kept in a secure place.

Monitoring the site

Someone must be available to oversee the future welfare of the colony and to
arrange for neutering of any new cats that may join the colony. Such
arrangements mean that regular feeding times can be established which will
discourage other cats from joining the colony and will allow the health of the
colony to be more easily monitored. Some firms are happy to employ a healthy,
neutered colony as rodent operatives, finding the cost of cat food much cheaper
and the cats more efficient than employing a pest control firm.

Conclusion

There is no doubt that well organised neutering projects have many long-term
benefits. If organisations put the welfare of the cat population as a whole at the
top of the list of their priorities, they will make a valuable contribution in
preventing problems caused by uncontrolled numbers of unwanted cats and will
much improve the quality of life for feral cats in their free-living state.
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