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Setting up a Neutering Project for Feral Cats part 3

Holding procedures
After you have finished trapping, you will have to hold the cats overnight unless
trapping early on the morning of surgery.

Prepare the area where you will be holding the cats. A garage, shed or
unoccupied room is required - remember that male cats will stink the place out!
Spread a thick layer of newspapers on the floor to absorb the inevitable urine and
feces. If you are stacking cages, remember to protect the cats below from urine
cascading from above! Do not feed the cats no matter how sorry you feel for
them. Don't bother with a litter tray - the cat will sit in it and use any food dish for
toilet purposes!

Place a small dish of water in the trap by opening the trap door just a couple of
inches. Use a dish that won't be tipped over easily. Don't open the door too wide
or the cat may escape. Remove the dish before transporting the cat to the vet.

Keep cats covered and check periodically. They will probably be very quiet as
long as they are covered. Do not stick fingers in the trap or allow children or
domestic pets near the traps - these are wild animals that will inflict bites and
scratches!

Write a description of the cat and its site on a short length of masking tape and
stick this on the trap or crush cage. When the cat is removed, following induction
of anaesthesia, the tape can be attached to the cat and then finally re-attached to
its recovery box - this will help keep track of each cat throughout all procedures
until it can be returned to its original site. When you are trapping several cats
from different sites, it is amazing how similar they begin to look, especially if they
are all black!

Have a shower and change clothing before having contact with any other animals
as a precaution against spreading any contagious diseases the cats might carry.

Ear-tipping

Ear-tipping is accepted widely as the simplest method of identifying cats as
neutered and will eliminate unnecessary re-trapping. This is specially important
for female cats which may well be anaesthetised and opened up again before it is
realised that they have already been spayed. This is costly and the trauma
experienced by the cat is unnecessary. Even though feeders and trappers may
feel they can recognise 'their' neutered cats, they may find it impossible to
recognise a newcomer in an all black or all ginger colony. A cat may also wander
off to join a new colony or new feeders or trappers may take over management of
the colony. The most accepted method is to remove the tip of the left ear when
the cat is anaesthetised. It gives a clear silhouette which can be seen at a
distance of 20 metres.

Veterinary treatment

Feral cats may need other veterinary treatment in addition to neutering. While
under anaesthetic, the cat can have an anti-tapeworm injection and roundworm
treatment. If ear mites are present, the ears should be cleaned and treatment
applied. The cat should be treated for fleas and any lice exterminated. Although
these parasite control measures do not prevent feral cats from future
reinfestation, they do allow them to be free of parasites during recovery from
surgery and will improve their overall condition.

The skin and coat should be examined for wounds that can be cleaned and
treated while the cat is anaesthetised. Any suspicious lesions should be checked



