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control. With law enforcement and the animals' welfare high on the agenda, the
case would have been swiftly and humanely dealt with and the hoarder
prosecuted for animal abuse.

But what happens in Japan ? Nothing.

The police do nothing, the public authorities do nothing and there is no
government department dealing with the welfare of animals to handle it.

Instead, ARK, a small organization with a shelter for cats and dogs already
stretched to capacity, has been dealing with these suffering animals as best it
can. No doubt we will face criticism for having to euthanize many animals that we
haven't space to take in, and which due to their total lack of socialization and
disease would never find new homes. Who has the space and time to care for
them, let alone bear the burden of the huge veterinary costs to bring them back
to normality ? There are always sentimentalists out there who want to save every
animal but where are these people when the animals need them most ?

Japan has no active animal welfare organizations with shelters to take in
unwanted animals, instead its hokensho (public pounds) do this job. But the
hokensho are only geared to disposing of animals like rubbish, by horrendously
cruel methods in gas chambers out of public sight, never by euthanization. Once
the animals enter the hokensho there is no way out except as a corpse. It is no
wonder therefore, that people giving up their pets would rather hand them over to
a hoarder to survive, albeit a living death, than to take them to be gassed.

Thus hoarders proliferate underground and it is only when they disappear, die or
become incapacitated that the case surfaces, but by then the damage is already
done.

(The accident occured on December 8th 2002; we are still dealing with the
situation.)

Elizabeth Oliver ARK
January 3rd 2003
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