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Traffic accident. Truck ploughs into back of smali van and flees. Woman in van
receives severe head injuries and is now a vegetable. But behind this routine
police statistic lies a far more horrific story.

This woman is a collector, not of stamps or works of art, but of animals. For more
than ten years she has been collecting stray animals, unable to stop, unable to
recognize her limitations. Space and money run out, her own capacity to give
basic care to the animals exhausted. Unable to pay for essential neutering, the
animals proliferate. Result: a Catch 22 hell-hole.

Statistics gathered on animal hoarders reveal they are most likely to be women
between 40 and 60, well-educated, often intelligent and highly plausible. They
are reluctant to let any animal go while maintaining a belief that they are doing
right. (see pages 4/5 for profile of hoaders)

The police called us for help, or rather they asked us to deal with the animals as
they were too frightened to enter the place. We feared for the worst but the sight
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Hoarder's Hell-Hole

that met our eyes was worse than the worst. Over 90 dogs (numbers
uncountable) plus five or more cats, incarcerated in the midst of a festering
rubbish tip. The expression ' dog eats dog' takes on a very real meaning. The
starving animals were savaging the weak. One dog, half dead, caught under a
building with severe lacerations in its groin was an immediate candidate for
euthanization.

The two-storey prefabricated building contained cage after cage of emaciated,
diseased dogs while those that had managed to break out were running free
amidst the mountain of junk. With no sunlight penetrating the ground floor, the
dogs here were all suffering from acariasis, a skin disease caused by sub-
cutaneous ticks. Although acariasis is latent in all dogs, it doesn't manifest itself
unless conditions are extremely bad. Once it takes hold, it is virtually incurable.

In any other developed country, Animal Care and Control, the RSPCA or humane
societies together with the police would have swooped in and rescued ali the
animals within a day, deciding which to re-home, which to rehabiliate, which to
euthanize. Indeed the situation would never have been allowed to get out of



