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Niigata Doobutsu Network

Niigata Doobutsu Network (NDN) is an enthusiastic group of volunteers who are trying
to rescue and rehome animals that would otherwise be killed by the hokensho. At
present they use foster homes for animals awaiting adoption. On September Ist 2002,
Elizabeth Oliver travelled to Niigata (on the Japan Sea coast of northern Honshu) to
take part in a meeting organized by NDN, attended by 200 people.

At the five Kanri Centres in Niigata prefecture in 2000, the number of dogs for the
year totalled 2061 (given up by their owners 790, homeless dogs 1221 and injured
50). Out of these 1042 were killed. The number of cats killed in the same year was
five times that of dogs which follows the general trend throughout Japan.

It is encouraging that young groups are becoming active in animal welfare around
Japan. Places like Niigata with a deep-rooted rural community who still chain dogs
outside and who regard neutering as unnatural are resistant to change. The NDN will
need a lot of determination to meet the challenge and raise the level of pet care.
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