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icture a miserable dog on a chain by a roadside in a
Pnarrow street. A common sight in Japan. The kennel is
decrepid and filthy, feces and urine mixed with moulting hair
attract flies. With no shade the dog is exposed to the full
sun, the heat from the hot tarmac minged with exhaust
fumes from passing cars a further torment.

The dog's name is Kuro and he has been chained like this
for sixteen years. Sixteen years | Can you believe this ?
The owners, never at home, gave up caring for Kuro years
ago and so it has only been due to the kindness of a
neighbour, that he has survived this long. But this is not
survival, it is a living death. Kuro legs are deformed from an
encounter years back with a passing car and now he has a
huge red and ugly bulbous growth, the size of a dinner plate.
festering on his lower back, swarming with flies.

People pass him everyday with scarcely a backward glance
and although some actually stop to say "poor thing",
NOBODY , except the neighbour who feeds him, takes any
action to help this dog, let alone report this abuse. When
questioned they look embarrassed and give a ' it's-none-of-
my-business-don't-want-to-get-involved' shrug.

A couple of streets away is a kindergarten. Here once a
week newspapers collected by education mamas lie in neat
piles. The idea is to raise a little money from the recycling
of these used newspapers for school activities. Today the
kindergarten is a hive of excitement, SOMEBODY HAS
STOLEN SOME OF THE NEWSPAPERS. The finger of guilt
points at a elderly woman down the street who keeps a lot
of cats. She is known to use newspapers for the cats'
toilet. She is of course innocent and defends herself,
vehemently denying the charges. But the PTA mamas,
scenting blood, will not let go. The disappearance of the
newspapers occupies the conversations and whisperings
for the best part of a week, until the next trivial matter
takes its place.

What is wrong with peoples’ priorities ? What is wrong with
their sense of justice ? What is wrong with a society that
places more importance on the disappearance of some
mangy old newspapers than the living death of a helpless,
suffering old dog ?

Postscript: ARK asked the neighbour to persuade the
negligent owners to give Kuro to us. The growth, which
turned out to be non-malignant, was removed successfully
by a vet. Kuro can now relax in the cool and comfort of our
old dog's home. It is terrible to think that had the owner
refused to hand Kuro over to us, there would have been no
legal way for us to remove him and relieve his suffering.
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