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of extra special care remain at Best Friends till the end of their
days.

People come from far and wide to adopt animals. Indeed it is
not rare for a family to use its holiday time and drive hundreds
of miles, to stay near Best Friends at one of the many motels in
the nearby town, all of which accept pets, and to share time
with a dog of their choice, to make sure they are suited. There
are also guest bungalows at Best Friends where for the
purpose of socialization people are encouraged to have one or
two dogs stay with them overnight in a home atmosphere.

Over the years the original hand-made facilities have been
replaced, mainly through the generosity of friends and
supporters, so that now there are many state of the art facilities
including; a hospital, Dogtown Heights (for less adoptable
dogs), Old Dogtown, Kittyville (with a Kitty Motel including a TV
room for cats) Wild Cats Village (for feral cats), Benton House
(named in memory of a former rescued cat) and the Tender-
Loving- Care (TLC Club for cats with special needs, including
separate facilities for those with FIV and FelLV), the Bunny
House (for rabbits), the Feathered Friends (birds) and Wildcare
Centre , pastures and barns for the horses and Angel Village
which contains a restaurant offering organically-grown salads
and vegetables grown in greenhouses nearby.

All the animal houses have been designed with the comforts of
the animals in mind as well as being aesthetically pleasing to
visitors. Cat rooms are a cat's paradise, full of nooks and
crannies where cats love to hide, with endless climbing
structures and trees, high observation perches, comfortable
home-style furniture and a mass of toys. Cats can choose
between the air-conditioned interior and the spacious open air

playground. Dogs too have air-conditioned rooms in octagonal
buildings which have under-floor heating for the winter when
the temperature drops in the high canyon, and which span out
to wide outdoor exercise enclosures.

Spaying and neutering is the mainstay of the no-kill movement
so Best Friends provides this service for $25 (ferals are done
for free) to any animal brought to the hospital, some from
hundreds of miles away. The morning is set aside for this and
one veterinarian with a vet nurse assisting, perform on
average 10 or more neuter/spays in this time, everyday. Best
Friends also has a mobile clinic which travels around the
region to make sure everyone has chance to neuter their pets
at low cost.

Education, networking with other rescue groups, volunteer
programmes and organizing conferences are all part of Best
Friends work and they spread the word through their newsletter
and magazine. (Circulation 200,000).

From its modest beginnings, when a group of friends vowed to
end the needless killing of homeless pets, Best Friends has
seen a large part of its dream come true. It aims to make Utah,
the first no-kill State in the U.S.A by 2005. As the support of its
quarter of a million members testify, Best Friends ideology is
shared by many like-minded people.

Best Friends Animal Sanctuary can be visited at Angel
Canyon, Kanab, Utah 84741-5000 or at its website: www.
bestfriends.org
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