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Building a No-Kill Society

No More
Homeless Pets

"It really can be done. And the only thing ever stopping it is the rigid belief
that it can't be done. But once the determination fo bring an end to the killing
is there, the ingenuity, the good ideas and the cooperativé spirit all start to
emerge."

Micheal Mountain, President, Best Friends Animal Sanctuary
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Imagine you are working in a shelter. Six abandoned dogs have been
rescued and are coming in. Your shelter only has only space for one more
dog. Out of the six dogs, five are young, healthy, very friendly and
potentially adoptable and one is aggressive. The aggressive dog will
probably have to be euthanized but what to do with the others ? There are
other dogs in the shelter which have been there some time and have not
yet found a home, should you euthanize them in order to make space for
the five new-comers ?

This dilemma faces shelter workers everyday. There are just too many
homeless animals and not enough good homes for them. Heart-breaking
decisions have to be made on a daily basis, decisions which are hard on
the veterinarians who have to perform the euthanization and sad for the
staff who care for the animals and inevitably form attachments to them.
Burnout is common amongst people involved in shelter work.

Yet for years, shelters continued the unenviable task of mopping up the
flotsam of animal waste which irresponsible pet owners had created. For
years they accepted the killing as a necessary evil in the control of
homeless pets, that there was no other way. But gradually people began to
question if killing was right. Was it the only way to solve the problem ?
Weren't there humane alternatives that could save lives ? Thus the No-Kill
movement was born. Today it extends to every continent around the world.

In August this year 450 delegates from shelters, and animal welfare
organizations around America and some from overseas gathered in Reno,
Nevada for the eighth No-Kill Conference, now named Conference on



