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?;true as-a ot of bgs: live to the ripe old age of 16.or 17
?'W|th never ‘a day of: S|ckness At ARK we generally try to
:vpersuade elderly people to adopt an older dog.“It makes
{.‘sense since ‘@ puppy or young dog is often too boisterous
"zfor an: elderly owner to control and with an older dog you
: kncw what you are getting. They are quieter, more settled
_in character and temperament, and of course they wont get
-any bigaer. / -

»nlce home:

el to members of thelr own famlly

pie came to AHK through ‘no fault. of ker ‘own. Her

'elderly owner had passed away ‘and none o her relatives
. could ‘keep her. She.is: ‘ight years old: WhICh is; a bit

__the chance of finding a:new owner. People
5 OF younger dogs because they don't want to
“the’increasing possibility of iliness
‘age. of course this is not necesarily

Since ‘Chappie had-been the companion of an oId
we felt-she would be better rehomed in a similar. sntuatlon
with a srngle person or an older family. She would be too

‘stressed in.a family with lots of young kids. for example.

“One day a man ‘camé saying that his father, who lived by

himself, wanted a.dog. Heé ‘was still'very ‘active and had
plenty of time-on his -hands. Since his wife and his old dog
had passed away; he was very lonely. The son and his family
lived only a few doors down the street so:he would take
responsibility and care for the dog should anything happen
to his father. The next day he brought his father to look. for
a dog. From several possible dogs, he liked Chappie. They
fell for each other and it seemed the perfect match:
Everyone was very happy that Chapple had found such a

?:Wlthln a couple of days the son reappeared W|th hIS father

and Chappls They had to-give her back, he said. What was
wrong -?-Nothing was' wrong with the dog at ali, his father
loved her and was so happy, it was just....then the whole
story came out. It turned out he lived with his wife and her
father. That spiteful old man said that if anything happened
to Chappie's: owner, he wouldn't: allow the: dog in-his-house.
His daughter who had originally been supportive of her
husband 's “fai her havmg a dog, turned agamst her husband
he sald "the dog would have to gc ‘

The ‘old-man Iooked hunched and wrthdrawn as he gave
Chapple a'last pat, if he could have crled -he. id-have: F
clutched her coIIar and a photo to take ome as a

“momento. What mean relatlves to depnve an.old’ man a bit

of happmess in h|s fmal years What a weak son not to
stand up for his ‘own father By removmg somethlng that
could provide hlm w1th compamonshlp actlvrty and a Wl|| to
live, they had sowed the seeds for the onset: of senlllty il
health and final decline.

1 know about’ cruelty to dogs but sometlmes peoplef
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