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Hokget's story touched the hearts not only of
Americans who donated generously to her rescue but
also to Taiwanese. In an editorial the Taipei Times
wrote: "This story has more to it than just cuteness.
Many were quick to point out the American values
highlighted by this incident - the respect attached to
all lives, animals and humans alike. After all, this
rescue came after multiple rescue attempts, as well
as the expenditure of a lot of money. Animal lovers in
the US demonstrated that they pay a lot more than
lip service to their beliefs.
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Of course, critics were quick to point out that it
seems ironic for the Americans to spend so much
money on one dog when there are many needy and
homeless dogs in the US. But the real significance in
the Hokget saga is not just that one dog's life was
saved, but the ease in conscience felt by the public.
The argument that all the money and efforts put into
the rescue would have been better spent on needy
humans isn't convincing either. The argument
presumes that human lives have more value, when
animals are often more likeable than some human
beings. "

While news from Asia, where millions of dogs are
tortured each year for human consumption and
millions more strays are poisoned, bludgeoned,
starved or drowned, is usually so depressing, it came
as a welcome change to hear how one Asian dog's
story had a happy ending.

Sources: ANIMAL PEOPLE, Reuters, AP, Taipei Times.




