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Hokget- the dog which touched the hearts of people around the world

After being stranded at sea aboard a derelict drifting
refueling oil tanker for 24 days, a small white terrier
mix was rescued by the crew of a Hawaiian US Coast
Guard's tugboat in April this year. The story of the
dog's plight and several abortive efforts to rescue her
kept everyone in suspense until, in a fairytale ending,
she was eventually brought onto dry land.

The story began when an engine room fire aboard an
Indonesian tanker, the Insiko1907, killed a crew
member and left the ship adrift without power and
communications for 18 days. The 11 crew survivors
were eventually rescued by a passing Norwegian
cruise liner but Hokget, meaning 'happiness and good'
in Hokkien, (a Taiwanese dialect), was left behind, due
it was said to the problem of the 120 day Hawaiian
guarantine requirement.

But soon the media seized on the plight of Hokget
and concerned people began to question why she had
been left behind and that all efforts must be made to
rescue her. Her owner, the captain of the fated
Insiko 1907, also expressed his concern for her
safety. He had had her from a tiny puppy and the ship
was the only home she had ever known.

The Hawaiian Humane Society supported by HSUS,
(the Humane Society United States), chartered a
boat, the American Quest, for a five day search and
rescue operation, costing US$ 9000 per day, but the
drifting ship couldn't be found. Some days later an
American fishing vessel spotted the Insiko 1907 by
radar but couldn't reach her. Stormy weather raged
for eleven days threatening to drive the wreck with its
cargo of fuel oil onto coral reefs of the Johnson Atoll

which would have meant an environmentally
catastrophic oil spill. It became a race against time to
save both Hokget and prevent the ship from reaching
the Johnson Atoll. A US Coast Guard plane finally
located the ship and spotted Hokget on the deck.
They flew as low as they safely could and threw her
food.

The American Quest, this time chartered by the US
Coast Guard, put out to sea. Locating the Insiko
1907, they boarded and found Hokget hiding among
a pile of old tires. In a dangerous situation and with
limited time, one of the crewmen managed to secure
her and take her on board the tugboat which
proceeded to tow the wreck back to Hawaii. Hokget
appeared wearing a red flower lei, in front of a horde
of newspaper reporters and cameramen who were
waiting to greet her return before she was whisked
away to the Animal Quarantine Station to be
guarantined for a statutory 120 days. The pet food
manufacturer lams Co donated a lifetime supply of
food to the gallant little dog. After release from
quarantine she will be cared for by friends of the
Insiko 1907 s captain until he is able to take her home
with him again.

The rescue of Hokget cost the Hawaiian Humane
Society, the HSUS and the US Coast Guard
UsS$ 185,000 which was almost twice as much as
the additional US$100,000 cost of towing the
Insiko 1907 back to Hawaii. But these societies were
virtually assured, thanks to the generosity of
sympathetic donors that, well before Hokget reached
dry land, they would recover their investment.



