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The Feline Advisory Bureau UK

agree on what course of action will be in the cats’' best long-term
welfare interests and this may not always be what makes the
humans feel mast comfortable. Finding a small group of like-minded
individuals to share the workload is the best way to achieve success
and allows everyone to have some fun at the same time - this is an
important aspect of cat welfare work that is often overlooked.

There is no place for sentimentality when dealing with feral cats.
Their way of life is hard but they are tough and incredibly resilient.
Given help from knowledgeable humans who are able to combine
compassion with commonsense, there is much that can be done to
relieve their distress and suffering and which will enable them to
enjoy a good quality of life in the free-living state.

Setting up a neutering project

Neutering projects need to be well organised, well funded and well
monitored. Essentials are time, energy, enthusiasm, financial
resources, manpower, research and forward planning, the right
equipment, an experienced and wiiling veterinary surgeon, community
cooperation and skillful liaison. Cats being returned to site following
neutering must be healthy, with access to a food source and shelter
and will require continuing observation and follow-up with long-term
support.

It is essential to decide how many cats are to remain on site. Tame
domestic strays and very young kittens may be suitable for rehoming.
Euthanasia must be considered far sick, injured and diseased cats to
prevent further suffering and to protect healthy cats from infection.
The criteria for euthanasia should be discussed with a veterinary
surgeon at the outset so there are no disagreements with anyone
involved.

Newspapers and the local media are in an excellent position to
influence their readers and listeners and encourage responsibie pet
ownership. Every effort should be made to develop good media
contacts to highlight the work of your organisation and to educate
the public on the value and need for neutering.

There are a number of essential steps to be followed:

*Research the area and assess the problem

*If the cats are on private land, obtain the consent of the owner,
preferably in writing before taking any further action with regard to
the cats

*dentify any feeders or others involved, especially those emotionally
attached to the cats, and abtain their co-operation

*Establish a regular feeding time which will make trapping easier as
cats get used to a routine and are less suspicious

*Discourage casual feeding which merely attracts other cats and
rodents to the area. Prevention of breeding is the prime consideration
and feeding should therefore be combined with a neutering
programme

*Notify nearby residents of plans to trap cats for neutering

*Decide how many cats are suitable to be returned to site

*Arrange for rehoming or euthanasia of cats not to be returned,
depending on state of health, whether tame, etc

*Ensure there is some form of shelter

*Keep records of all cats neutered and monitor the colony following
its return 1o site '
*Keep feeding stations clean, remove dirty dishes and uneaten food,
provide water

*Keep everybody informed of progress

*Remember that education and lobbying are essential components in
any effective cat control programme.
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