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failure to do something which results in cruelty. There are simple
guidelines for the care and responsibility of a dog which most of
us know already, but obviously there are people out there, who
don't.

The basics include:

Love and companionship

A sufficient and balanced diet depending on the dog's age and
condition

Fresh, clean water available at all times

Adequate exercise according to the dog's age

A weatherproof house

Shade in summer, protection against rain, protection against cold
in winter (blankets/insulation)

Regular brushing

Routine preventative medicine such as for filaria/vaccinations
Veterinary care when sick

Registration with local authorities

In addition we can add:

A location for the dog where it is protected from the elements but
can also see people coming and going.

An enclosure with a stout fence that is high enough and strong
enough to keep a dog free inside without having to use a chain.

A roof over the kennel so that the dog doesn't have to stay
cooped up in the kennel when it's raining.

Regular checks with the vet once the dog reaches six years old,

to monitor its health and prevent the onset of illness.
Basic training, using praise as a motivation, to ensure the dog
is easy to handle and socilialized.

It is our responsibility to speak out (politely) when we see
cases of neglect or suffering, rather than to walk by saying
"poor dog," and do nothing. Because often these owners think
they are doing the right thing, they are just ignorant of how a
dog should be kept and its basic needs. Phone the police,
phone the hokensho, it is their job to do something. Let them
know vou are concerned and you care about animals' welfare.

P.S.

A day after we visited the poor old dog in the hot sun, the
owner finally put up a bamboo screen (yoshizu) to shade the
kennel. It is not a perfect solution but a step in the right
direction. It goes to show that if we speak up, it is possible to
make a difference, however small.
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