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Definition of Cruelty

We stood for ten minutes in the hot summer sun in mid-July, the
sweat pouring off us until finally the owner of the dog suggested
we move into the shade. We had only ten minutes of torture, the
dog was chained unable to escape, all day, everyday, from
morning till night in the full blaze of the sun. The owner had had
several people telephone or stop by to suggest he provide some
shade for the dog so he was somewhat defensive. He went into
his shop and brought out a large thermometer which he put
inside the dog's kennel; it registered 36 degrees Centigrade.
"Yes, it is a bit hot today," he admitted.

A vear before the dog had been kept somewhere in the
mountains only being fed and watered twice a week, a hell it had
endured for ten years. So when he heard the dog was going to
be sent to the hokensho, the present owner had offered to take
the dog in and keep it as a guard dog beside his shop. He felt he
had done a kind thing, providing a dog with some space, a plastic
kennel, food, water and walks. He didn't consider, keeping the old
dog on a thick short rusty chain in the blazing sun, cruel at all.
The wife, grandfather, grandmother came out to back him up.
The grandmother carried a small Maltese Terrier. This dog of
course was kept in the cool of the house and probably spoilt
rotten. The people were not lacking space since they lived next
to the shop and their house had a shady garden. There were
plenty of cool alternatives for this dog. So why didn't they move
it somewhere more comfortable? These sort of people simply
don't think. They don't think a dog is suffering, that a
temperature of 36 Degrees is hotter for a dog than it is for

humans since the dog has no way to release heat through the
evaporation of sweat. It can only pant in distress as the old dog
was doing.

But what makes this story worse is the fact that concerned
people had phoned both the police and the hokensho, the Hyogo
Prefecture/Amagasaki City Aigo Centre, to ask if they could do
something to persuade the owner to take better care of his dog.
The police refused to even go and check the situation as they
said, "cruelty to animals is no concern of ours." According to the
owner, representatlves of the hokensho visited and found

nou

everything "satisfactory.”" " No problem,” they said.

This is indeed a serious problem. If officials of the hokensho,
many of whom are veterinarians, can investigate a situation
where a dog is obviously living in cruel, life-threatening
conditions and do nothing to advise the owner, something is
seriously wrong. Perhaps they are still in the old mode where
they had to deal with complaints from people regarding 'dog
prablems’, and they find it difficult to accept that since the New
Animal Protection Law came into effect, the boot is on the other
foot; people now ring to complain as much about cruelty to
dogs. If the so-called 'Aigo’ (Love and Respect Animal) Centre
can't or won't do anything, then who can ?

While most people tend to think of cruelty in a positive form;
beating, hitting, torturing, etc: cruelty can also be defined by



