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ew people know about the stringent tests assistance

dogs have to .go through to be accepted on public trans-
port in this country. And, unbelievably, each transport com-
pany demands its own test. That means that although a
dog may have passed a test for a railway company in the
Kansai area, it will have to go through another test and may
possibly be rejected by a Tokyo company. '

This is what happened to Mikan, a hearing dog. Mikan had
passed all the assessment tests, socialization and training
to become a fully-fiedged hearing dog. She became a won-
derful companion for her new owner, a deaf lady, who said
that Mikan had given her a new zest for life. She became so
confident with Mikan at her side that she wanted to travel
around Japan, something she had been too shy to do
before. But the problem was, would Mikan be accepted
wherever she went, and in particular, would she be accepted
on trains. The railway companies-when approached said the
dog needed to pass their tests so the deaf lady . confident
in Mikan's good behaviour, agreed to take the tests. in
most cases she passed with flying colours. But then came
another .

it was an exhausting day for Mikan, her owner and the hear-
ing dog team who accompanied them. They had to get on
and off many trains. Mikan behaved impeccably and her
owner was very proud of her. o

Then came the final test. The examiners offered Mikan a
cream bun. Mikan, having been trained to refuse food
offered by strangers, of course refused, not once but sever-
al times. Everyone thought she had done well, but then one
of them took the bun and broke it in half. The cream oozed
out but still Mikan refused the temptation to eat it. He
brought the cream closer and closer to Mikan's"mouth and
finally , in a mean gesture, smeared the‘creambion her lip.
Mikan 's tongue came out to lick the cream off her lip, the
simple and natural behaviour of any dog. "Failed,” said the
examiner, with a smirk. Mikan sensed the huge disappoint-
ment her owner and the ‘hearing dog team felt. It would
mean another six months of training to teach her never
even to lick food smeared on her mouth. I'm sure she will
pass next time but what a ridiculous test critieria. Dogs
surely have to put up with a lot.

postscript:

Mikan passed the test for JR West Japan area becomlng
the first and only hearing dog to get permission to travel on
trains. She has also obtained a British Heafing Dogs
Association certificate after meeting strict British 'stan-
dards. Mikan is a credit to the Japan Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People Association based in Nagano Prefecture, who had
worked so hard to get recognition for Mikan and their asso-
ciation. )




