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From all the staff and
animals at ARK,

a big thank you

to Ray Brown and his
dedicated volunteer
group.
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Volunteer Focus - the Ray Brown group

Since 1997, our group of between 25 and 30 members
has been visiting ARK at least once a month. The over-
riding motivation for our enjoyable visits is of course a
desire to help animals, because we are all genuine ani-
mal lovers. It is really a satisfying feeling at the end of
the day knowing that we have contributed to making the
dogs and cats feel happier, especially those that have
experienced cruelty at the hands of some humans.

We do a variety of jobs on our volunteer days. Of course
dog walking and cat grooming are the most popular but
we are always ready and happy to do other essential
work like meat-cooking, cleaning pens, carting rubbish,
maintenance and odd jobs, gardening and so on. | am
proud to say that everybody in our group is very hard-
working, dedicated and enthusiastic, driven by the fact
that the volunteer day is all about helping animals in
some form.

Our members also buy and sell a huge number of ARK
calendars to help with fund-raising activities and we also
help out at outside events selling goods and informing
the public of ARK activities.

The people in the group are mostly Japanese but we
also have members from the US, Britain, Australia, New
Zealand, ltaly, France and other European countries. |
think the fact that many of them travel long distances,
from as far away as Wakayama, Shiga and Sakai, and
give up their free day to help at ARK is proof of our dedi-
cation and involvement.

We all hope to see an improvement in the general aware-
ness levels and the overall enhancement of animal wel-
fare in this country and to this end we expect to be visit-
ing ARK for many years to come.

Ray Brown



