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" Retrievers, Siberian Huskies, mini Dachshunds, Yorkies....endless
fashions What will become of us when we're no longer popular ? "

falls ill. It is listless, won't eat and has bloody diarrhea. Its anxious new owners
take it to a veterinary clinic. Here it is put on a drip and given all kinds of
treatment. It may survive or it may not. Either way the costs mount up. If it dies
they will 8o back to the pet shop and complain but they now realize there is no
guarantee, as there would be with a television set. The pet shop refuses to
return their money but if pressed, will offer another pup in exchange. Even if the
first pup pulls through, it is likely to be physically weakened and certainly
psychologically affected for the rest of its life.

It is amazing how people will happily fork out 200,000 yen to buy a puppy of
dubious background. They never see the mother, they never meet the
breeder, in fact they don't even know where the pup was born, no
vaccination certificate, no veterinary or health certificate to say that the
pup is free of genetic disorders and on top of this, the pedigree paper they
proudly hold is probably a forgery. Unless consumers get wiser, the breeding
industry will continue to flourish in Japan.

In Britain as in many other countries, pet shops no longer sell cats and
dogs. They sell pet food and pet products and sometimes small animals
such as rabbits or hamsters. People know only too well that pet shop
puppies come from puppy mills and factories and the only way to stop this
awful trade is to boycott pet shops. If they want a breed puppy with a
pedigree they will go to a reputable breeder. If they want a dog for a pet
they g0 to a shelter. There are also special breed shelters, for example
ones handling only Golden Retrievers or Dalmatians or other breeds.

Unfortunately even in Britain there are unscrupulous breeders operating
puppy mills who will sell low grade stock to anyone willing to pay a price.
When they no longer have a market in Britain, they sell t0 ........... guess
where ?
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