Feedback

Want to make a comment ?

BR

Have a problem ? Want advice ?

We invite readers of our newsletter to write in
with their personal views or questions on any
subject related to animals and their welfare.
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Our dog, whom we had and ioved for ten years, died a
miserable death the other day.

On the afternocon of September 7, while he was play-
ing at home, he was forcibly dragged- away, lead and
all, by a group of children on their way home from
school. The reason we know this is that witnesses
reported it to us.

We did everything we could to find him, putting up
posters all over our neighbourhood and beyond, and
going from house to house from morning until late at
night. When we found him on the evening of
September 17, however, he was dead. We found him
in a clearly visible location, missing both his collar and
lead. It was a spot we had passed daily in our search
for him, and that very morning his body had not been
there. During our search, we figured out the identities
of the children who had abducted him, and in order to
find out where they had taken him, asked the chair-
man of their school's PTA, who lived in the same
neighborhood as the children, to have a talk with
them. That night, he called us to say they admitted
they had taken him from our house, and that they had
abandoned him in the area. However, the next day we
received another phone call saying the children now
denied anything of the sort, claiming they knew noth-
ing about our dog.
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We went to the school and spoke to the headmaster
and vice-principal, explaining what had happened and
asking them to speak to the children.

However, they seemed to think we were making too
great a fuss "just over a dog," and we met with cool
derision. They never contacted us.

That night, we received a phone call from the PTA
chairman's brother, someone who had nothing to do
with any of this. He berated us, saying "you're off
your head, going to the school and reporting those
kids just over a dog." We told him that the children
were responsible for our dog being missing, and that
they and their parents should be out searching for
him. However, the parents pretended not to be home
when we called, while school officials did nothing
either in spite of our plea. Everyone involved was
heartless beyond belief.

The result was that a living creature was subjected
to a cruel death.

For some people, he may have been "just a dog,” but
we could not have loved him more if he were our own
child. | cannot describe how devastated we are by
this experience.

Mrs Tomita, Oshima Town, Ono City, Hyogo



