Letter
from BADGER
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ou've probably read this kind of story in the news-
Ypaper. " Gambling-obsessed mother leaves baby
in car as she heads into pachinko parlour. Two hours
later she emerges to find baby sizzled to death." And
you think, how could anyone be that stupid . Surely
it's common knowledge that a car becomes a lethal
oven if left for a while in the sun, even on just a
warmish day. But believe me there are plenty:of
those kind of insensitive, uncaring people around.

At the end of last year a young couple with a baby
arrived at ARK having been asked to bring four small
dogs which someone had abandoned in an apartment
to us. They had put the dogs in plastic containers
piled at the back of the car. One box containing a six
month-old Yorkshire Terrier pup was on the top,
exposed to the sun's glare through the rear window.
We don't know if they stopped off for lunch on the
way or whether they were stuck in a traffic jam but
coming from the South, it was clear the sun was on
the box all the way. Even in winter the sun through
glass can be very hot. All we know is that when they
arrived at ARK and opened the box, the pup was
wringing wet having suffered severe heat stroke, and
despite attempts to revive it, was dead. The plastic
box without ventilation holes had become a death
trap.

But the real tragedy was that this young couple

showed not the slightest sign of shock or grief---

they were actually totally indifferent. " The dog died....
so what, " was their only com-
ment. What sort of parents will
they become ? Will they leave
their baby in the car while they

- go off and amuse themselves ?
| dread to think.



