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Prosecution of Animal
Hoarder- recent UK case

‘Woman with 63 cats, dogs
;jailed over pet abuse

. LONDON (AP)—Anelderly British
‘woman who kept 63 cats and dogs in her
home received a two-month prison sen-
‘tence Friday for mistreating the pets.
. Audrey Warburton, 68, sobbed as she
'was told she was-also barined from owning
any pets for the rest of her life. '
i She had pleaded guilty to 25 counts of
‘faﬂ:‘ng to provide proper care and atiention
= 4 _ fo the animals when she appeared at
ﬁﬁ@*@ lL 35 lj‘ é [-@J#%x };Manchcster Magistrates’ ggun before
Jrpv— Judge Alan Mitchell.
Eﬁa B8 %J %%@7_1 ' Many of the animals, kept in two front
rooms and the kitchen, were found caged
and standing in their own urine and excre- .
ment. |
. Warburton's lawyer Sharon Watson told
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the court her client suffered from a recog-
b‘\‘,\o W, l\)g?ﬁo)ggztﬁﬁ—é n hized condition known as animal hoarding

and had begun collecting the pets when she
5 lost het 15-year-old son in 1976. '
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In the UK there are over 70 laws protecting both domestic and wild animals. The first

Woman with 63 cats, dogs
jailed over pet abuse

An elderly British woman who
kept 63 cats and dogs in her
home received a two-month
prison sentence for mistreat-
ing her pets.
Audrey Warburton sobbed as
she was told she was also
banned from owning any pets
for the rest of her life.
She had pleaded guilty to 25
counts of failing to provide
proper care and attention to
the animals when she
- appeared before Manchester
Magistrates Court.
Many of the animals, kept in
two front rooms and the
kitchen, were found caged and
standing in their own urine and
excrement.
Warburton's lawyer told the
court her client suffered from
a recognized condition known
as animal hoarding and had
begun collecting pets when
she lost her 15-year-old son in
1976

law relating to cruelty against animals was passed in 1822, making it an offense to
beat or ill-treat animals such as horses, sheep and cattle. Other laws were subse-
guently added to this and in 1911 the Protection of Animals Act consolidated the
legislation. This act has been the most widely used piece of legislation and one which
the RSPCA (Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) uses 1o prosecute
offences of animal cruelty. Although a definition of cruelty is not laid down for each
offence, it is generally considered to be an action which causes unnecessary suffer-
ing to an animal. Cruel treatment can also include omitting to do something, such as
not milking a cow or failing to feed an animal.

However, since the world has changed a lot in 90 years, as have people's percep-
tions of cruelty, the Act is in urgent need of reform. Among the changes the RSPCA
wants to see is the introduction of "likely to cause unnecessary suffering. " Under the
current law, RSPCA inspectors can only take action where animals are kept in unac-
ceptable conditions once suffering has taken place. In other words the new law would
allow not only prosecution of those who are cruel, but also use the law pro-actively to
prevent cruelty. It also wants to see a tightening up of the disqualification orders.
Courts are at present able to ban peopie convicted of cruelty from having future cus-
tody of animals but the law does not prevent other members of the household from
continuing to own those animals.

The British government has promised to review the legislation within this year in con-
sultation with the RSPCA.



