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Last December we launched a Sanctuary Fund appeal
and had a wonderful response.We would like to offer our
heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated so generous-
ly to this fund.

Although we have yet to find a permanent site for the
sanctuary, we have decided to open a house ARK previ-
ously used for staff members, near Myoken Guchi sta-
tion. Here the sanctuary will start in a small way, man-
aged by Ms Kishiko Yamamoto. She will live with the
old animals giving them the special care they need.

We hope indeed that a permanent sanctuary, once a
suitable place has been bought, will become a reality
within this year.

It's three and a half years since | started
working at ARK. For the first few months |
just helped the regular staff and gradually
the dogs' and cats' attitude towards me
changed; it was as if | was promoted in their
eyes and recognized as a regular staff mem-
ber.

Since ARK has about 360 dogs and cats in -
all, there is no shortage of work to do, only a
shortage of hands. We mix their meals
according to their age and health condition,
clean their houses, air their blankets in the
sun, change their drinking water, carry heavy
bags of food and newspapers and lots of
washing.

Many of my friends say to me, " how can you
walk 20 dogs a day ?" Actually this is the
nicest part of the job, walking in the woods. \
Since ARK is located in the mountains, the

four seasons are beautiful. But this also means changing
weather conditions make the work hard. it's cold and
showy in winter and this new year we had a spectacular
snow fall that no-one else in Kansai could appreciate. We
have to break the ice in the dogs' water buckets and
sometimes the water pipes freeze. In summer the trees
give us plenty of welcome shade but in autumn the same
trees shed their leaves giving us the extra job of having
to sweep them up.

Recently | realize that I'm much stronger and healthier
than before. It's as if I'm getting power from the animals |
care for at ARK.
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