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protect crops, electric fencing for example. It is upto all of us to
put pressure on local authorities to have these cruel traps
banned and replaced with humane alternatives.

After dismantling the traps to use as evidence we visited the
Kashiwara police. It turned out Kashiwara city office had set the
traps to catch wild boar that had been causing a lot of damage to
the vineyards and fields in the area. Our next call was at the
forestry section of Kashiwara city office (Kashiwara shi sangyo
shinkoka). The officials admitted that they had set the traps
having got permission from Osaka Prefecture (Osaka-fu Chubuno
to Midori no Sogo jimusho). At present in Japan, although leg-hold
traps have been banned, there is no legislation to prevent other
kinds of traps being used. However Kashiwara city had neglected
its responsibility on two points. It had failed to put a warning

_notice that the traps had been set (not that animals could read
them !). It had failed to check the traps regularly to find out if any
animal had been caught.

Postscript; Miracle, the mother rescued from the trap is
mentally and physically scarred from her ordeal but her one
surviving pup, Wonder, grows bigger and stronger by the day
and plays as any other normal puppy without a care in the
world.

Traps of this kind take a terrible toll on all kinds of animals. Most
unable to escape die of strangulation, starvation,dehydration
and/or exposure. Some bite off their own legs to get free.
Japanese bears, already on the verge of extinction due to loss of
habitat and hunting, die too in such traps. As usual it is the
conflict between wild animals in search of food and farmers
anxious to protect their crops. But there are other ways to




