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|.twas like a scene from a mediaeval torture chamber. Deep in
the mountain, two dogs, one hung by the neck, the other
suspended from its foot, newly-born pups , umbilical cords still
attached, dead and dying on the ground. Who or what had
created this ghoulish scene ?

The day before ARK had received a telephone call from a man
saying three dogs had been caught in traps in the mountain near
Kashiwara city in Osaka prefecture. He didn't know what o do
and asked us to help. It was already late in the afternoon so we
promised to go there first thing the next morning.

Armed with wire cutters, cages, and rescue equipment we set
off. The man who had discovered the dogs had been working in
vineyards on the mountain slope. Four days before he had heard
dogs crying but because the mountain was so dense he had
trouble finding where they were. One dog had managed to
escape overnight . The one suspended by his foot barked at us
so he was OK. We thought the one hung by the neck was dead.
As she had struggled to get free she had given birth to seven
puppies. These had rolled down the siope and without a mother
able to lick them and keep them warm three had already frozen
to death. Another three died within hours despite all our

attempts to revive them.
The mother was still alive, just. Putting a thick rope around her
neck lest she should escape, we managed to cut the wire so
she dropped to the ground. Soon we had her in a cage so she
could be carried to safely. The other dog was completely feral,
biting when we attempted to
noose him. So we decided just
to cut the wire above the foot
and let him escape. His foot
was swollen but it would soon
heal. Free at last he
disappeared into the mountain.

We found five traps in all,
skillfully set with a spring at the
top of a tree leading down to a
loop set in the ground. Probably
some bait would have been
placed in the loop so that when
an animal put its foot or head
down, the action would trigger
the spring in the tree and puli
the loop tight.




