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Please pardon this sudden e-mail, but | need some
advice and didn't know where else to turn.

This morning, | ran across a website belonging to an
organization called Zen-Nippon Rescue-ken Kyokai
Honbu - Shokensha ("All-dJapan Rescue Dog
Association Headquarters - Shokensha"). There was
a page devoted to rehoming dogs, and since we want
a puppy, my husband and | decided to pay them a
visit.

The website gave no phone number, just e-mail and
street addresses, so we set off and started asking
local people for directions when we got in the vicinity.
Although we spoke to a lot of people, none of them
had any idea what we were talking about, until one
person said, "Maybe you mean that place...?" and told
us how to reach the address we had.

When we finally found it, all we could see was a very
dirty pre-fab shack with a sign that said, "Materials
Storage." Building materials were piled up all around
it, so high that one couldn't see inside. There was no
sound of dogs barking, so we thought we'd made a
mistake and were about to leave, when we saw a dog
looking out at us from beneath the shack's floor with
timid, frightened eyes. No matter how long we called
it, it wouldn't come out. (Perhaps it was tied up.)

Shocked, | looked for an opening or other space to
look inside. When | found one, | saw a large number of
adult Labradors and other large dogs, more than one
would ever imagine from the size of the grounds.
There was no sign of any people about, and the condi-

tions were about as bad as they could possibly be.

When | called out toward the shack, | was answered
by the sad whimpering of the dogs inside. It made
me simply furious to think these peaple were posing
as a "Rescue Dog Association.” Filled with anger and
indignation, and reluctant to leave those dogs behind
in such conditions, we finally departed wanting very
much to do something to help them. But we don't
know where to start, and are also afraid that this
organization may be run by yakuza or other unsavoury
characters... which is why | am writing to you now for
advice.

Do you know about this "Shokensha” outfit? Is it a
legitimate organization? (I find it hard to believe it
could be...)

Spray-painted on the side of the pre-fab shack were
the words "Police Dog Association 186-XXX-XXX-
XXXXX (Kouzuki)." The whole thing looks very suspi-
cious, don't you think?

But their website claims it is a volunteer-based orga-
nization, and looks fabulous. Seeing it. | wouldn't be
surprised if people thought it was a proper, well-run
place and gave up their dogs to them for rehoming.

Isn't there something that can be done about this,
such as suing the organization, or notifying the
authorities and having them investigate? | know | can
trust ARK completely, and thought it would be best
to discuss the matter with you first.

I hope for your help and guidance in this matter.



