FUlo 1 6RCHLTEIEITTUI—
NCREFHERT DAL, TREDDD
WSEOINIE. \FORBTERTFICO
hERUEOD. BED., FHICE>T—
BLWEFZE., N\FICE->TLNF LR,
NFEELTLNEAZEDRLICBREN
[CHENTLNF LIz EZHTHEDOEN
T. WERETREDRMED o f/\FIE.
FEOEICOVT, £3PLRTEERT,
AEEEd B EDHEF L.

8H22H. EU3HHGE%&DULR
[FT. \FRIRIDT £

WEFELE. REIRSE sr 25ER
Lozeor<, @ g1t Piae
cHEEFL. \FE  pif oz
CAHOREXBEL 551 5%
BIBE. £ENRE 0 &1
NOKEEORELE o
5LTVBEVD. YET TRABKSTFH

NFOREIELTEHRULIDE L. ®
FZFOE. \FLEBEENTIULETNEBER
CADDRAIINZRE, NFORUBDS
HICBEETPDELE. NFEFETK
EUEREICSD > e, KEBFIFN
FOERCKILKEEDEZRDITE U,
FoEN\FEBOEBICKTEAERE, T
EFREFBSTEICLELR.

BORZZ/NEVLDOREIC. NFRRIN

3D W

Rede BT DRI Ny
" :

w

Riipowm¥ISA>c

By

FCHEECBH > TES LEICHE - 1 hfS
FEEBATKELTVET.

NFREE1 78 (530, BosBR
THSO MDD ULNBLOTTH) THES
Lizht. BETER 1 780X FRIERE
RELTRESNET, \FBHTRLE
HERELTREEZSIE U, BYBEE
BO—BELT. EEEHEMADESS
I - EFERELSEETIRT. [UED
VIV TIZATNIN] BEIC—EREEN
iﬁoﬁﬁkmiiﬁ%wﬁ[ﬁbﬂ Iz
L5 KERDORPRET TS
‘5bt\@%ﬁi®kAv¥
£ HBEEINBVLET. FR

% ; OEERLLEST. BU
TV VWEEESUT—UEEE

# L CFREBIIERSNTHT
ot EFET, FLT. RED
FUJUJ?LZrHUHId&VVVVbR
ERH TRV EVOEE, ZORKE
—RCRBILRETNBDTY ., \F%&
REURL 0 HEH. BEETEREHTE
DFROPT—EICESTERER. £5T
NZEEHL SFROETRESNHB T,
ECAD. RETREOBERICFIIY
ERDUESEBEFTED, RikeHED
(1 2R EE R BRAEDRICE LD
FUlto TAKMADE CHEYRRIE

RUTET, DEEORKICENSNTP
STHRIRPHECHEVERFBEICHD
TEBLIRLIETT,
9 6 EICIRNFOTHTHYN—FEICTF
ILOBBRDBHENRT, BETEESE
EHoTWRREEF U, EEOBFEEER
Ul A% - FHEED S BEEIC. BEEOS
KRR - BRWROBWDLN > TITEE LTz,
FRELBENERVERD, EBEHY
ENSLHFELTVB T EFETHELL
TETTN, FhBH, TOBKIEFEEIF
LWHEDESNBESICHE 1T &,
IWEORDDREHEN LFAISIFTINET,
NFEES LAY, NFICRBICHESD
Y—UTRPVDOBEHERI THSL)
FUk. N\FEBUT. ENFESLOD
EPMEBLVAZEEKDERZTETLL
3, NFITDDSRBHULTVET.
FOICHINT., \FETELTCEE. BW
7 RIA RETRE ofe A U5k, 7—
OEE, ZUT, \FEREFEZOHE
HTROSEEVT, CHORREX AR
TEEDEEBVTTE oz, FAMHOH
HEETEE, NFORK—LRIY—EL
TESEYR— FUTWERWEZEHED
BHEEE., FOMSLONFEBELTT
EoEEAIC, DO SBILEBRLEFE
T, AECELESDHESTEVE U,

quietly to let us know when he needed to relieve himself. Believing this to be a
sign of Hachi's strong will to live, we would pick him up whenever he called/s
every two or three hours, day or night and take him out to the garden. Although
he often seemed to be half-dozing, Hachi's ears would prick up at the sound of
our voices, and he would follow us with his eyes. Korota, though he'd always
been quite selfish and cranky and was now even more so at the ripe age of 16,
seemed to sense that something was wrong with Hachi and gave up the prize
spot in our bedroom to him. Milk, young and rambunctious though she was, did
the same. All the many people who had loved Hachi over the years came to
visit him in his last months. With his modest character, Hachi had never been
able to have me entirely to himself, but there on his deathbed, he finally did.

On August 22, Hachi passed away quietly, without suffering. Perhaps because
we doted on the dogs and he had always had to vie with them for our attention,
our son was quite dry and offhand in his attitude toward them. But he cried and
cried when Hachi died, and later placed his old favorite teddy bear, the one
Hachi had once buried in the garden, in his coffin.

When Hachi was cremated and the smoke rose up into the sky, my husband and
son discovered a cloud that looked a lot like him. We decided that Hachi had
turned into that cloud. Hachi's remains are buried on a hill overlooking the sea,
alongside those of other dogs who had shared our lives before him. Although we
could not know Hachi's age for certain, we guessed it to be about 17 when he
died. In Tajima, dogs are honored for their longevity when they reach their 17th
birthday. Hachi had also received this honor before he died, at the annual
Tajima Wan-wan Festival sponsored by the local veterinarians' association and
the Toyooka health and welfare office. Lots of dogs and other animals,
including livestock, take part in this festival and mingle with animal lovers young

and old. One of the booths at the festival rehomes puppies to families who
are interviewed carefully to ensure they qualify against strict standards. They
come back to the next year's Wan-wan Festival with their families, looking
happy and showing off their glossy coats. A little over a decade ago, when
we first brought Hachi home with us, people here in Tajima regarded us as
eccentric for living with our dogs unchained and inside the house. Today,
however, a dog sitting matter-of-factly in a car with the whole family is a
frequent sight. More and more veterinarians are opening clinics here, and
their waiting rooms are often quite full with dogs and cats accompanied by
worried-looking owners. In 1996, we asked QOliver-sensei to give a speech in
Kasumi on the occasion of Chobi's visit to his former home. The people in
the audience that day have gone on to help widen the circle of animal lovers
in Tajima. Although it is a sad fact that many many animals today remain
desperately in need of rescue from homelessness and cruelty, these signs of
increased understanding and improved conditions give us some consolation.
Hachi taught us so much, in countless episodes during our life together,
about love and caring. Through him, we came into contact with many
wonderful, warmhearted people. There is so much we owe him, so much for
which we are thankful to Hachi. | would like to close by expressing my
heartfelt gratitude to Oliver-sensei for her kindness and helpful advice over
the years, to everyone at ARK, to Dr. and Mrs. Tamura in Ibaraki for giving
Hachi the gift of long life through their dedicated treatment and heroic
perseverance 11 years ago, to Dr. Arita here in Toyooka who was Hachi's
veterinarian during his many years with us, and finally to everyone eise who
gave Hachi so much love and support during his life. Thank you.

RE

STVININY 3404 3DI0A V

100C dIINIM




