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Goodbye, Hachi

every day, until he was running around when brought out to Dr. Tamura's
examining room on our visits. Hachi's mouth was no longer warped, his lower
jaw having been fixed with surgery, and he looked simply charming. During his
three months' stay at the clinic, Hachi's droll character had made him the
clinic's star. On July 8 he was finally able to leave Dr. Tamura's clinic. We
stopped at ARK to say thank you to Oliver-sensei, and then brought Hachi
home to live with us. Hachi's indomitable spirit had a tremendous effect on
Sumie. Through caring for him on her weekly visits to the clinic and drawing
posters of him, she had regained her self-confidence.
Throwing herself back into her studies, she was able to get
into the high schoot of her choice. We had built a new house
specially designed for sharing our life with dogs, and while §
showing deference to Korota, who had been there before him 5
Hachi settled in happily. Potato had died in an accident, an

Hachi took her place, getting along well with Korota although
both were male. He would run gaily around the garden
digging big holes in the flower beds (happily burying my [§
carefully tended flowers without the least sign of guilt). This
might be foliowed by a nap, or a lazy afternoon in the dogs' §
sunroom, where he would show us his stomach and ask for a
brushing. At night, he slept in a basket in our bedroom.
Sometimes we would go for a drive together and enjoy the great outdoors of
Tajima. When we had a son, Hachi was very gentle with the baby, and would
stay by his side when he played outside on the grass, as if guarding him. Once
in a while, though, he would make the child cry by taking his favorite teddy bear
and burying it out in the vard. In Hachi's final years, he played a mediatory role

- between Korota and the newly arrived Milk, a female stray we brought home.

Like a middle-manager, he went back and forth trying to keep everyone happy,
and while this may have been a little stressful for him, his good humor and
patience stood him in good stead. Thanks to his efforts, we were able to
enjoy our life with three dogs. Hachi also seemed to consider himself the
family watchdog, and took it upon himself to guard our home. He always
alerted us to the presence of any suspicous person, car or animal in front of
our gate. All of our friends went to great lengths to curry favor with Hachi and
be accepted into the “inner circle” of those who did not
trigger his barking. Strong and healthy though he was, early
B this year Hachi developed a cough that was typical of heart
“disease. We took him to Dr. Tamura in Ibaraki, and found out
& this was the legacy of the filaria he had contracted in his
}; time as a stray. Given Hachi's advanced age, Dr.Tamura did
not believe a full recovery was possible. Nevertheless,
hoping to improve his condition and alleviate his pain, we
8 treated him with Chinese herbal medicine and a full range of
B other drugs. By July, however, his abdomen had become
swollen with dropsy and he was gradually losing his appetite.
n August, his breathing became severely labored and we
8 ga were forced to drain the dropsy from his abdomen. Hachi's
deterloratlon after that was rapid. We had to give him water with a syringe
and feed him through a tube. We tried chopping up his favorite foods, fried
chicken and steak fillet, with the hope that these would give him some
strength. Even when he became so weak that he could not stand by himself,
Hachi was fully conscious. ‘He never became incontinent, instead whimpering



