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'm what you call a ' stay-at-home' boy. Although | enjoy

walks , | never wander very far, unlike some | could mention !
Nattari in particular. Nattari came into the house as a poor
little pup with a jaw all askew and one leg shorter than the
other. She had to have an operation recently to remove eight
teeth as food was lodging on one side of her mouth causing
the teeth to rot. None
of this has stopped
her urge to wander.
Whenever she gets
the chance she
spends the whole day
out in the mountains
and comes home just
in time for supper
covered in grass
seeds and ticks.
Of course Nattari like
all of us has a collar
and a tag with ARK's
telephone number on
it. Twice now, being a
friendly dog, she has
followed complete
strangers hiking
through the mountain
and then forgot the
way home. Thanks to .
the tag the people who found her have telephoned ARK and
so we could go and retrieve her. Without that tag she would
become another lost dog statistic.
People often come to ARK searching for their lost dog.
Some have been with their owner for many vears. “ He/she
never ran away before,” they tell us tearfully, " it's just........ "
and then they go onto explain that somebody left the gate
open or the builders were working on the house, or there was
a thunderstorm, a multitude of reasons. But inevitably the
dog had no collar and even if it did it had no ID, no telephone
number so unless it returns by itself, there is no hope.
Now there is hope for lost dogs in the form of the microchip.
This small chip is implanted by injection under the skin where
it remains for ever. When a scanner is held over the dog's
body, it reads the chip's number rather like the bar code on
goods we buy at the supermarket. The chip can give us all
kinds of data about the dog . The microchip is now widely
used in many countries as a form of registration for all kinds
of animals. You'd think in a hi-tech country like Japan, every
dog would have one, but no. Dogs rate lower than cabbages
where technology is concerned.
It will come, eventually , but in the meantime please, please
make sure your dog always has a collar with an ID. And by the
way, Nattari already has a microchip, as do all new dogs
coming to ARK.
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