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have their own personal preference as to what kind of dog
they want; " small, brown male Shiba-type with pointed
ears” but in fact may end up taking home a "white female
with floppy ears." We always point out that character and
temperament are more important than looks. We try to
home check where possible and will also take back an
animal if it doesn't work out. But our success rate is pretty
high and the main reason that animals are returned to us is
more likely to do with changing family situation like
bankruptcy or divorce rather than problems with the animal.

Process of Adoption

Once the decision to adopt is made, we go over all the
necessary check points with the new owner; general care,
diet, exercise, ID essentials, training, vaccinations, health
checks and so on. If there is any health condition which
needs attention, we explain this. We charge a basic
15,000 ven regardless of breed, sex or age. This cost is
very reasonable considering the fact that they are getting
a healthy animal that has been fully vaccinated, neutered
and micro-chipped. The only case where we let an animal
g0 out un-neutered is when we have very small puppies or
kittens that need bottle-feeding and therefore take up a lot
of our time. If the potential owner has had experience in
hand-rearing and wants to do it, we take a deposit of
20,000 yen which will be repaid once we receive proof that
neutering has been completed.

Too often people who rescue and rehome are more
concerned with getting the animal 'off their hands' as soon
as possible, than with the future happiness and security of
that animal. They almost beg people to take it as they also
wrongly assume that people don't want a second-hand or
thrown away dog or cat. In fact some go so far as to pay
all the neutering cost themselves, even going to the point
of paying up front, which is crazy since the new owner
merely pockets the money and doesn't bother to neuter in
the end. It is important that we ourselves see this animal
as something of value. After all every stray mongrel dog is
unigue in personality and appearance and no two are the
same.

The Battersea Dogs Home in London is well-known all
around the world. More than 10,000 stray, unwanted and
lost dogs pass through its doors every year. People form
gueues and wait for hours in the hope of adopting one of
the Home's stray dogs. Battersea prides itself that it more
difficult to adopt a dog from Battersea than it is to adopt a
child. And people who are lucky enough to have one ,when
asked what kind of dog they own, say with pride, " my dog
is a Battersea dog."” It's not so much a problem of the
number of stray animals but one of changing the general
public's image of them.
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