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neutering. These have had remarkable effects in reducing
the overall number of animals being euthanized in American
shelters.

The situation in Japan is far worse since the concept and
practice of early neutering has only been adopted by a
handful of veterinarians and some veterinarians actually
oppose neutering in any form even of adults. If the
veterinarians don't connect the horrendous numbers of
animals killed in the gas ovens of the hokensho with the
need to neuter, then what chance do we have to persuade
the general pet-owning public that it is important, not only
for reducing numbers of unwanted litters but also for the
health of their pets. But more important still, it is all of us
whether working as individuals , or in groups or in larger
animal welfare societies, that should take responsibility and
make sure that all the animals we rehome are neutered.

While neutering is paramount there are also other
considerations when rescuing and then rehoming. We not
only have duty to make sure the animals we rehome are
healthy and neutered but we also should be raising the

level of pet-keeping in general. Here are some of the
comments | received when talking to other groups at the
recent Animal Summit in Nagoya.

" it is almost impossible to rehome older animals,
everyone wants a cute little puppy. "

That is true but if you talk to people about the problems
of raising a puppy and how much easier it is to take on a
mature friendly dog, they often change their minds.

" we can't charge any money because people expect a
free puppy. "

If you give away any animal for free , people will think it
has no value and therefore easy to throw away.

" we don't know any vets who will do early neutering.”
Then you have to persuade the vets you know to study
how to do it and try. If they can do neutering at six
manths then how about at five manths, then next four
and three months. It's as much a question of the
veterinarian's personal confidence as his/her's
anaesthetic and surgical skills.
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