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Isolation and mental stagnation.
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It's the Image that Counts .

There's a story about a man walking along a beach where
he noticed many starfish which had been stranded as the
tide receded. He knew they would die if they weren't
returned to the sea so he started to pick them up one by
one and throwing them back into the sea. Another man
watching him said, " why bother, what you're doing won't
make any difference, you can't save them all." The man
picked another one and as he threw it back into the sea he
said, " You're right. Maybe | can' t save them all but | have
made a difference to this one."

Most individuals and small groups working for the welfare
of animals are overwhelmed by the sheer number of
animals in need of help. But however good our intentions
we cannot save them all. The danger is to stretch our
activities beyond what we can realistically handle so we
end up not only not helping the animals but adding to their
suffering.

Take the case of a litter of puppies which are dumped in a
cardboard box on the road. We immediately feel we have to
rescue them since they will die of exposure if left there and
after all, since they are young and cute it will be easy to

find them homes. Of course it is not difficult to find people
who want to adopt them and after they have all gone to
new homes, we can sit back and congratulate ourselves
on a job well done. But is it ? Unless these puppies have
been de-wormed, vaccinated, health checked and neutered,
we have not done the job properly. Uniless we have made
sure the puppies are fully socialized and that the new
owners understand the responsibility, time, space and
money it takes to look after a puppy, we have not done a
good job. In fact we may have unwittingly, added to the
numbers of unwanted abandoned animals.

Humane societies and animal shelters in America have
come to realise that allowing animals, especially puppies
and kittens, to be adopted out un-neutered, they have
unwittingly been contributing to the pet over-population
problem. Although people sign a pledge or promise to
have their pet neutered at six month of age, in reality less
than half comply and in the worst cases 70% fail to neuter
until that puppy/kitten has already had one litter. As a
result of these findings, the American Humane Society has
been staging major campaigns to encourage early



