Letter from
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Ithough 'm not a great fan of cats, | think they get a
Araw deal in this country. They are hassled, chased, tor-
tured, caught and skinned for shamisen skins, sold for
experiments and generally disliked. Many people feeling
sorry for them give them food but when you suggest to
these people that they should also take the responsibility to
get them neutered, they say vaguely, “ but you see, they'
re not my own cats.” Plump, healthy cats breed, starving
cats don't, it's a fact of life. As far as the supply of food is
there, cats will increase. But somehow peopie don't seem
to connect these two things.

Take a man who came to ARK the other day. A year ago he
found a cat near his apartment. It was a bitterly cold day
and as the cat looked coid and miserable, like a good
samaritan, he took it in. Being single and probably a bit lone-
ly he became fond of his adopted pet. However after a
month had passed he was very surprised to hear mewing
noises coming from the cupboard. Inside the mother cat
proudly showed him five newly born kittens, 3 females, 2
males.

Now one might excuse him for ignorance once, but instead
of making sure the same thing didn’t happen again, he did
nothing. The kittens grew and although he asked around
nobody wanted them. Well I'm sure you can guess what
happened next. Within a few months the mother and three
kittens had kittens. In addition the males were spraying
around and fighting and the situation became so bad that
neighbours complained so he was forced to moved out of
his flat and find another place. He now had twenty cats
which is why he came to ARK, hoping no doubt that we
would solve his problem.

If he had neutered the original cat he would now have one
affectionate companion, instead he has a nightmare; hor-
rendous neutering costs, soaring food bills and a lot a work
caring for all these cats.

But is this case exceptional ? No, far from it. It is almost
the norm. ARK gets calls from such people on a daily basis.
But in the end, it is the unfortunate kitties that become the
victims of the indifference and ignorance of humans.

— QEORK->T. DEVBLWESHTHER, £<ND
(=] THVETE. 23U, LWUHSNED,
SEUNFSNED. BHDIFSNDZNIC. [kl
CREEHNBED. [EBR] ORHICED ElEENzEh .-
KECBVT. ABICHEDNTVS. OSKICEBLTIY
E5ZBAE30. TH. [OICAFHELTHIFRS?] &
EPNBE. BSEEZB. [FIIC-35TE>TIDF L
VB0 IKATHR. RBEREL. $3E5E LR [F
FlEAZL] TBFE. BREDHEL, PEBEBID
FEFHEBEEN. TN [RULLEE] B0, THES
FBRADBNBIED . HHEI DD I3, <D [BIEDEID
&l DD THODADSLALR,

COFI7—IIC® > CELBUDBEIEIT S o, 15
[C. PI'— b DZFETHEZERDIIE. UELRADHEHESIE
Hh5. BlE, BEEICHDA. RP2EHDNEHEZSBDHIC
ANTHIFTz, [KEUYTUF Al KO TR, [OEDHDE
L] BH oD BRIEZHDLHDKSICHE ST,

ETAD, 1hEBDHDHH. BUANDSZv—Zv—&
WSEDBECRXIEDT., Ux\bFa—-Fv! RITHD

& EFENEDDDOFHNETLH - ZIET, BFED [&
5. PHBbLVTL&S3?] EEDARDDIC [DHF] ZR
BUSH LTS,

HESBED O EEDSHFULTHBIFBE>T? 3. [—E
DOHYEB] #5010, ElFE. BULIEHFREEHEVL
SIC. BlRABLKRS ELED ofc, [ZB=4] OFEDBE
BHRKELLE /DT, HSVFZESHLEETE. #HEBULE
Lo RIEESEfeh. BDOHDOTL&D? HPABEE
BEWOBIC, BiEFROBICTFESDREL. 7
AE. ZFIOSHICA Yy IEDTIEDDE. THETS
(F--RARARDELKES T, BEFRODADSHHBERHDILE
Do WIFZZICLWSNELBE LT, D7 N— MBI,
SU». BOBE2 0ECHBE>TULE e 5. BEDIET
T. P=UICP2TEREVDDD. [BFDBFVEIR] K
DIC, P=OIC TNDELTY BBEXBDEEBEULIATR. B
LE. BN BHIDHEZEEBALE [UICAl LTUONE. S
B, TEOHMDVLLRY KL BESULTWEERT,
REF. BBHTSNEL. BOITTVED [UICAFHE]
& hEG—ADIYR, ENIC. £EORELTET DD
DHFEHBIEDICESIEN,

COD5EF MRl —2R] TL&SREDT? EATHILL.
TLBDIDFIE, P—IIClF. BLKIBEADSOESED
BAFVCHD D TL D. ABD [EH] & IEEDL] O
FEAICHEDZDIF. oD, LWDH [FRELFHES AL
EVSDITEATER.




