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a speech given by Dr.Margaret Bradley, Chief Veterinarian, Hong Kong
SPCA, at the Asia for Animals Conference in Manila)

Animal welfare organizations have, for decades, been battling the prob-
lem of pet over-population . Every vear, animal shelters all over the
world, euthanize millions of dogs and cats that are the result of irre-
sponsible breeding. Hard hitting campaigns and humane education pro-
grammes have had some effect but still, according to the American
Humane Association, more than 10 million dogs and cats, puppies and
kittens, are euthanized annually in the United States alone. In order to
reduce this terrible toll of life, neutering, the earlier the better, has
become the misson of all the major humane societies and shelters in
the United States.

Every organization or individual that places animals in new homes has a
duty to have them spayed or neutered before adoption. It is something
that cannot be left to the new pet owner, no matter what promises they
make. ( Despite the fact that most organiztions already have strict pre-
adoption screening and neutering contract in place, the number of own-
ers who actually neuter is less than 70%) If the animals are routinely
spayed or neutered before adoption, there is no risk factor that they'll
create mare puppies and kittens to add to the thousands of unwanted
offspring that already exist. ( For example the progeny from one cat left
un-neutered creates over 13 million cats in nine years)

The concept and practice of early age neutering is not new. Indeed
Dr.Leo Lieberman , widely recognized as the ‘father of the early-age

(excerpts from the American Humane Assocation papers and also from
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neutering procedure for puppies and kittens, has been practicing it
for over 25 years. However most veterinarians in the world still hold
onto the conventional way of recommending neutering at " about
six month or later.” It was his paper* published in the Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association in 1987 that made veteri-
narians suddenly realize that if the veterinary profession was seri-
ously going to address the pet overpopulation issue, it would have
to be more aggressive in its efforts to promote neutering and more
importantly to push back the age.

The debate is no longer about whether to neuter or not since it is
accepted that the health and social advantages of neutering far
outweigh any negative aspects but rather to decide when to
neuter. Since most puppies and kittens are adopted at 8-10 weeks
of age , that seems the optimum time for early neutering. Clearly
animals that are too young to be neutered are tao young to be
adopted. When to neuter is more a matter of the practioner's
anaesthetic and surgical skill and personal confidence than any-
thing else.

*LL Lieberman " A Case for neutering Pups and Kittens at Two
Months of Age." Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
Association (Sept. 1987)

(ARK has a video of early neutering techniques as well as the
AVMA papers with technical details of surgical and anaestetic pro-
cedures , which we will gladly send to veterinarians or other inter-
ested people. )



