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More than thirty organizations from
over twenty nations attended the
Asia for Animals Conference held14-
16 May 2001 in Manila. Asian
nations with representatives
included; mainland China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, the Philippines,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, India,
Nepal, Bangladesh, and Japan. The
scope of the symposium was rather
broad covering a wide range of
issues including pet overpopulation
(trap- neuter - release programmes),
trade in endangered species,
fundraising, developments in
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neutering), animal protection laws,
shelter management, euthanasia,
and wildlife conservation. Although
conferences of this type are common
in North America and Europe, this
was the first time such a gathering
was held in Asia, strictly for the
purpose of addressing the Asian
situation.

This in itself is an encouraging
development. It is a sign of the
growing recognition of the
importance of animals in Asia, both
wild and domesticated. Most of the
speakers were from large
organizations in the US and UK such
as the Humane Society of the US,
IFAW,the San Francisco SPCA and
the RSPCA. The Hong Kong SPCA
(formerly RSPCA) had quite a large
contingent and played a large part in
the planning and organizing of the
conference. While the speakers and
presentations were mostly
informative and applicable to ARK
and the situation here in Japan, the
main value was the opportunity to
meet and network with like-minded
peoplie from neighbouring countries.
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In the animal welfare waorld,
networking is most important. By
meeting others doing the same work
you get new insights, ideas and
inspiration. You also can put your
own work into a wider context. For
me, hearing first hand about the
challenges and difficulties facing
other Asian societies, and how they
are meeting those challenges
illuminated several aspects of our
work here in Japan. For example, the
Hong Kong RSPCA has trained
cruelty inspectors with the authority
to investigate, levy fines, and
confiscate abused and neglected
animals. A vestige of British rule, this
type of inspector is badly needed in
any society wishing to protect its
animal members. This is especially
true for Japan. With the level of
economic affluence that Japan has
achieved, it is simply imperative for
the government to work towards the
goal of having cruelty inspectors.
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