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animals over-pampered by their owners are treated as cases of
cruelty.

Sae Kodama who has done so much to raise public awareness
through her photos of dogs awaiting death in the hokensho said
that most people still naively believed that the hokensho
humanely euthanized pets and some even thought the hokensho
actually sheltered and cared for animals for ever.

Fusako Nogami of ALIVE said that Japan is the only country in
the developed world not to have laws regarding the protection of
experimental animals and that although a new law was passed
here last year, it fell far short of basic animal protection let alone
those used for experiments.

Marco Bruno who is running a rehoming operation from his own
home, said it was incredible that such a stupid law had been
passed. It was virtually meaningless. When some one sees a case
of cruelty, who should they go to ? The palice ? The hokensho ?
Neither will do anything . Everyone is just avoiding doing anything.
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He said cruelty exists everywhere in Japan. He only has to
walk around his neighbourhood to see dogs shut in steel
kennels/cages, dogs tied on short chains on roadsides,
breathing in exhaust fumes, often with no shade, no water and
surrounded by excretment, all stressed out of their minds. This
is not rare, it is the ordinary way dogs are kept in this country. if
it were in Austria (Bruna's home country) all these owners
would be prosecuted for cruelty. (In other European countries
tool).

But however insurmountable all the problems seem and
however long it takes to get basic laws and fair treatment of all
animals in place, the Nagoya Summit has proved that if we all,
individuals and groups, put aside our personal differences and
work together, we can really achieve positive results. Let's
hope this Summit will become an annual event on our calendar.




