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Strength in Numbers

The 3 day 2001 Nagoya Animal Summit held in July which
attracted over 30 animal welfare groups from all around Japan
owed its success 1o the foresight and efforts of Chie Hamai and
her TAPS team of volunteers. It was the first time that so many
groups, both large and small, some concerned with the
protection of wildlife, others with the rehoming of homeless pets
and others like ALIVE concerned with the wider issues of the law
and animal experiments came together in one place.

Everyone agreed that Japan still lacks adegquate animal
protection laws, that the attitude of the authorities towards
dealing with stray /unwanted animals in a positive and humane
way, is totally lacking and that the general standard of pet
keeping is abysmally low.

The symposium on the second day opened with a talk by Eiji
Fujiwara representing the Elsa Nature Conservancy Society. He
dealt with the history of animal welfare throughout the world and
emergence of animal rights. As far as discrimination and abuse
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against animals exists, we cannot consider ourselves to be
human.

Mako Watanabe, a writer, described shelters in the United
States. Unlike the cold prison-like Japanese hokensho where
animals wait in fear and tembling for death , US shelters present
a warm welcoming atmosphere and are called rehoming centres.
Peaple are encouraged to come and see friendly animals waiting
for adoption. Neutering is consider essential for all pets and in
some states people who want to breed from an animal must
obtain a special licence and pay a hefty fee. Naturally all pet
shops, breeder, zoos etc: need a licence to operate.

Yuko Nishivama, a veterinarian practicing in Los Angeles,
commented on the pet over-population situation in the US and
how shelters were dealing with it. Early neutering has become
standard practice for dealing with this problem. She said that
US laws are very detailed with regard to cruelty. For example,
not giving water 10 a pet for 12 hours and excessively obese



