Nagano Letter
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Nagano Prefecture apparently has
one of the highest rates of dog
ownership in all of Japan, but
unfortunately this is not paralleled
by a high level of animal welfare. In
nearby Karuizawa, for instance,
there seem to be guite a lot of
peopie with summer homes who
keep pets during the holiday sea-
son, and then leave them behind in
autumn when they go home.
Pedigreed dogs become strays
and many of them end up in the
hokensho. Our dog got picked up
by mistake, and when we went to
get him, we saw lots of beautiful,
expensive dogs looking out sadly
from the cages in the dirty ware-
house where they were being kept.
it was a spectacle that made us
want to shield our eyes.
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And in our village, we heard that until
about15 years ago, people (of
course it must be just 'some’ people )
were running dogs over with their
cars and eating the meat. Fifteen
years ago is 1985. After hearing
that such things were happening
here so recently, we felt that leaving
our dog free could mean he could
end up on someone's plate, and we
have been keeping him chained ever
since. We agree with Oliver san that

-dogs are happiest kept unchained,
put thinking about the present laws

and the attitude of the general pub-
lic, 1 think that for now this is very dif-
ficult in Japan. (Building a fence
entails digging fairly deep into the
ground if you want to make it strong
enough, and this is an expensive
undertaking.)
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Also in the nearby city of Komoro*,
manju (bean cakes) laced with poi-
son have been left on the paths
used by people walking their dogs.
and two dogs have died from eat-
ing those. With many farmers in
the area, pesticides, herbicides
and other poisons are easily
obtained, and such malicious inci-
dents are known to occur as well.

It really makes me feel how hard it
is for dogs to live in this society.

An ARK member living in Nagano.

* Komoro is ironically the town
where the new Nagano Prefecture
Love Animal Centre, known as
'Hello Animal', (as reported in our
last Newsletter 41) is based.Ed.
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Feedback

‘Want to make a comment ? Have a problem ? Want advice ? We invite readers of our newsletter' to write in with their per--
sonal views or guestions on any.subject related to animals and their welfare.




