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After living here only a few weeks | got very involved in car-
ing for a poor neglected old dog owned by my friend's land-
lady. The final straw for me was when | approached poor of’
“Conrad chan” to find he had no water and was badly dehy-
drated on a day of searing temperatures. With the help of a
friend, | got the owner to agree to let me walk him everyday.
She at first said “No” and so we had to lie...that | was
missing my dog in Australia so much.... that walking her dog
would help me cope. Blah, blah, blah. Anyway | also fed him
twice daily as well as walking him.

Despite the fact that he was nearly totally blind and epilep-
tic, he soon became a very ‘genki’ boy. Neighbours and the
owner herself were amazed; some didn’t believe it was the
same dog. (It s amazing what a bit of basic food and water
will do for a dog ! ) All the neighbours expressed their own
horror at the way the poor dog had been treated, clucking *
kawaii soo” etc: But obviously none of these people who
witnessed this cruelty was willing to get involved....to face
what they viewed as a potentially conflictual topic with the
owner who is well known and respected in the community.

Conrad chan had never been walked ... or even patted. His
whole life was spent chained to his decrepid kennel by a
heavy chain. He had therefore not been socialized with
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Culture shock caroline Lewis, Shizuoka
humans or other dogs and did not know how to behave.
Didn't know how to ‘sit’, even ! But despite all this he was
gorgeous. And nothing would stop him from enjoying the last
six months of his life.

Unfortunately the cold winter took its toll and after a terrible
night when he had his paws stuck in his kennel (the owner
ignored his cries for help) he went downhill in a matter of
days. The last few days were terrible as | basically watched
him die.... unable to get any help from the owner. Anyway, my
friends were postive that she would not spend the money
required to have him put down.

After he died | realized how attached | was to the ol' boy.....
and | cried for about four days.... so much so that | got an
eye infection. This whole experience has led me to feel ‘cul-
ture shock’ on a grand scale. | felt alienated even from
close Japanese friends who couldn’t understand my anger
towards the owner. But my anger is directed not so much at
the owners of dogs like Conrad chan (who half the time
don't understand what it requires to care for a dog) but at
the rest of the community who see the cruelty and do
NOTHING about it. | find it exceedingly difficult to accept
that a person would watch an animal live in misery rather
than confront his/her neighbour about the matter.



